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PREACHED 


In the Abbey-Church at Weſtminſter, at $ . 
the Morning LeQure, appointed by the 8 


Honorable Houſe & COMMONS. 
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Stephen Marſpall, B.D. Miniſter of Gods Word 
at MA in Eſſex 
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Acr. 2. 39. 
The Promiſe i 75 unto you and toyour Children, and to all that are _=_ of 
even as many 4 the Lord our God ſhall call. 
R 0 a. 11. 16. 
Tf the roote bee holy, ſo are the branches. 


1 C0 n.'7% Ie Ka: 
'T he unbelceving busband is ſandtifyed by the wife, and the unbeleeving =$ 4 
wife us ſans Sed by the husband, elſe were your children unclean, but 


ow they are holy. 
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T O 
TheReverendand Learnedrhe 
Prolocutor, Aſſeſſors, the Commiſh- 


/ oners of the Church of Scotland. and the 
reſt of the Aſſembly of Divines, now 
fitting in Weſtminſter. 


ED, 8? Ome few of 1s who are of your number, 
SRI freely beſtowing our Labours in the Ab- 
GO 3) bey-Church,every Morning; we agreed a- 
IFeIS JO mong our ſelves to inftru6Þ our Auditors 
in all the neceſſary Truths of that DoGrine,which 3s 
according to godlineſſe ; One taking for bis Sub ject, 
the Articles of Faith ; Another the Ten Comman- 
dements ; Another the Lords Prayer, &c. My lot 
, of late hath been to handle the DoCirine of the Sacra- 
ments, and comming in order to this Point, I inde-_ 
vonred to cleere it as fully as I could in on? Ser m0N, 
lk and was thereby compelled to borrow a little more 
time then 15 ufually allotted to that Exerciſe. 
Importunity of many . Frientls, who conceived it 
might give ſome light to that whaelts 1s now made a 
great controverſy, and might throy gh the Mleſeng of 
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7 The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 9 
” God, |bee a meanes to reclaime ſome deceived Soules, 1 
or prevent the deceiving of others, bath brought it 
thus into Publick wiew. | = 

And although i know my ſelf the unworthyeſt, and | 
anableſt of many, yet becauſe 1 am aſſured that it 3s 

Gods Truth which I have Preached, and which hee 

will bleſſe, I was the more eaſily overcome by that im- y 

portunity; if it may contribute any thing to the help- | 

ing forward of the great work now under your bands 
and may eaſe you of any part of that Labour which 
ſo exceeding preſſeth you,therein I ſhall rejoyce; And 
in the opportunity I have by Dedicating thjs to your 
Names, to. teStify that I am 
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Your unworthy Brother 


and Servant in the Lords work, 


STrerpPH EN Marsnart. 
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APTIZING of INFANTS. 
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L PS YT. 3-43 


The like figure wherennto, even Baptiſme,doth alſo now ſave us, 
(ot the putting away of the filth of the fleſh,but the anſwer of 
4 go6d conſcience towards God) by the Reſurrettion of Feſus 
Chriſt. 


= N this Morning Lecture,I have formerly 
in my courſe out of ſeverall Scriptures 
' handled the Doctrine of the Sacraments 
4 in Generall, and then proceeded to ſpeak 
AGE of the Sacraments of the 0/d Teſtament,and 

@4, thereintheir yumber, their agreement, and 

| diſagreement, with thote of the New Teſta- 
went; And now latcly have begun to open the Sacraments 
of the New Teſtament. | 
- Fhe firſt of them.is now in hand ; And I have already 
out of this Text, made foure or five Sermons, concerning 
_thenatire and uſcofthe Sacrament of —_ 8 


> Nucſlion 
ted, 


_—__ Sr of the Baptifing of Infants. . 
have cleared unto you: Firſt, Who was the A#thoxr and 


Taſtitutour of it: Secondly, Who is to be the Ainifter of 


it: Thirdly, the Eſſexce of it, the matter and forme of it z 
both the rcs terrena, and theres CeleFis, the earthly, and 
the ſpiricuall part: and now Fourthly, it remaines, thar I 
treat of the ſ#bje of ir, or the perſons who are to be Bap- 
tized ; andthey are of twy ſorts; either grown men, who 
beiag inſtruſted in the Doctrine of Chriſt, and profeſſing 
their Faith in him,and their willingnes and readines tolive 
according to his will, and do defire to be partakers ofthis 
bleſſed Sacrament, theſe whether Jews or Gentiles, Male 
or Female, bond or free, are to be admitted to the partici- 
pation of this Ordinance ; of the Baptizing of ſuch as theſe 
there isno queſtion. The orher ſort are Izfa»ts, of whoſe 
right to this Sacrament, I ſhall (by Gods aſſiſtance) treate 
this day. 
And concerning thele, there are two forts of queſtions : 
Firſt, Whether any Infants art all areto be Baptized ? 
Secondly,Suppoſing ſome have right to ir,yet it's grear- 
ly diſputed, whoſe Infants may be baptized ? viz. Whe- 
ther the Infants of Excommunicate perlons, of Hereticks, of 
Profanze men, of meerly civilly Righteous, whether Baftards, 
whether che Infants of Heathens, who are to bee brought up by 
Chriſtians, and whethertheſe may not be baprized, with 
{ome caution uſed, thereby ro make dittinction betwixt the 
pure and the impurc? I ſhall forthe preſent baulk all theſe 
tacter queſtions, and handle only the former,v:F., Whether 
any at all are to bee baptized ? or,as the Queſtion uſes to be. 
ſtned : | 9 
whether the Infants of beleeving Parents, the Infants of 
Saints, areto be admitted to this Holy Sacrament ? And 
here alſo ariſeth anocher queſtion, Who areto bee meant 
by Beleevers and Saint-,whether only ſuch as have the 7z- 
ward vertue of faith and holinefſſe, who are really beleevers 


and 


. Saints in the Apoſt/es daies and writings, are to be admitted 


A Sernion of the Baptizing of Infants, 
and Sandifyed ones, or whether by Beleevers and 'Saings, 
may be meant ſuch a fairhand Sandtity as is oviwardly pro- 
faſes, although poſlibly the inward grace it ſelfe ( which 
only God can judge of ) bealtogether wanting 2 | 
Concerning which queſtion, although for my own parc The Infaxs 
I beleeve weare to underſtand it of that which man may Þ*ceren | 
judge of, and that God hath not made thatthe condition rs 
of his ſervants applying his Ordinances, which can beinh- 
fallibly known to none but himſelf, and that therefore the 
profeffion of faith and holineſſe, is ſufficient ro make men 
paſſe for Belcevers and Saints, in the Churches.judgemenr, 
yet Iſhall at the preſent baulk the handling of thisalſo, and 
will take itin the ſureſt ſenſe, in the Apoſtles ſenſe; whar 
the Apoſtle means by Beleevers andSaints, when he writes 
untothe Churches, that I will take to be the ſtate of the 
Queſtion : if by Beleevers and Saints the Apofile meanwifi- 
ble profeſſors of faithand holinefle; then the Queſtion is, 
whether their Infants are to bee baptited; if the Apoſtle by 
Beleevers and Saints mean ſuch only asare-{-wardly holy, 
iuwardly beleevers, thenthe queſtion is, whether thety In- 
fants are to bee BaptiFed; in aword, whether the Infants 
of ſwch as were or might have been ſtiled Beleevers and 
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rothe Sacrament of Bapriſme. I 
This priviledge of the Baptizing of ſuch Infants the Chri- m1« priminre 
ftian Church hath been in poſſeſſion of, for the ſpace of fif- Church owng 
teen hundred years and upwards,as is manifeſt our of moſt ** 
of the Records that we have of antiquiry,bothin the Greek 
and Latine Church; which I rhe rather mention in the be- 
ginning,becauſe many of the Anabapriſts bluſh not to ſay, 
that the Antients, eſpecially the Greek Church, reje&edir 
for many hundred years: Fuſtine Martyr, who lived about 
Anno 150{(ina Treatiſe which goes under his pra 
who 


ſtion 56, diſpures the different condition! of thoſe ch 
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A Sermon of the BaptiXing of Infants. 


| who,dye baptized, and of them who dye unbaprized, 


_ Fats WDoiliveO an the-ſame Century, Lib. 2.c4þ, 39. 
ſaich,Chriſtus venit per ſeipſum omnes- ſalvare; omnes inquam, 
qui per eumrenaſcuntur in Deum, Infagtes & parvules + pue- 
705,,PC. Now it is well known, ſaythe Gloſlers upon that 


\ . 


mun intelligs, ME "I 

Origen, who lived in the beginning of the third Century, 
in his Treatiſe upon Row.6. L7b.5.{aith, The Church received 
this Tradition of Baptizing of tnfants from the Apoſtles: and 
Homily 8. upon Leviticus, Secundum Eccleſie obſervantiam, 
Baptiſmnm parwuulis dari concedit, Hom. 14. in Lucam Parvuli 
baptiJantur in rem: fiionem peccatorum: he cals itindeed a Tra- 
dition, according to the expreſſion of the Ancients, who 
ordinarily called the greateſt points of Faith,by the name of: 
Traditions received from the Apoſtles. Traditions be- 
ing onely ſuchthings as are delivered from one to another, 
whether written or unwritten. And {o did the Apoſtle him- 


*Text,renaſcentie nomine, Dominica & A poftolica phraſi, Baptiſ- 


ſelfe,.2 Theſſ. 2.15. when he charged them to hold the Tra- 


ditions mhich they had been taught, either by word or Epiſtle, 
However his calling it a Tradition reccived from the Apo- 
fles gives us a ſufficient proofe,that time out of mind,irhad 
been received in the Church, that it was delivered over to 


the Church in his time,and was of antient uſe in the Church 
 befoxe his.time. | | 


Gregory Na\ianRen, Orat. 4.0. in Baptiſmum, cals Baptiſm 
{ignaculum vite curſum ineuntibus, and commands children 
rocaſe of neceflity, - Main 87 ol 

.Cyprian,..one of theantienteſt Writers amongſt the La- 
tines, handles itatlarge, in Zpiſf..55. Ad Fidum, upon this 
gccalion; Fiaxs denyed nor the .ba priſm of Infants,bur de- 
Y, $ tharthey:oughttabe baptized before the eighth day; 

Win aflurgs him; gahat.by the unanimous conſent of 66. 
os | | Biſhops 


ro. be haptized,though afterward he {ſeemed to reſtrain ir: 
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A Sermtiof the Baptizing of Infants, _ 
Biſhops gatheredtogether in:a Couprcell, BaptifmieWas'th b& 
adminiſtred rq Tyfants, as well as to'grown men, andndt'ts 
be reſtrained- to: any time z: and: proves-it by ſuch Argu: 
ments as theſe: They are under originall ſinne, they need 

pardon, are capable of grace and mercy; God''regards niot 
age, &Cc.' This teſtimony of Cypriansis cited and approved 
by Auguſt. Epiſt.28. & Lib, 3. de merit. & Remiſſ. pecca, 
Cap. 5. & lib. 3. contra Pelag, and by Hierom tontra Pelag, 
lb. 3. Of the fame judgement was Ambroſe, 1b, 2:cap. 11. 
De Abraham Patriarcha, and many'others: of ' the ancients, 
which I relate not to prove the ruth of the thirig, but 'onely - 
thepra@:ſe of it: and indeed, although ſome in thoſe rimes 
queſtioned it, as--1uguſt. grar.ts in his Sermon, De Yerbis 

Apoſtal, yer the firſt that ever made head againſtit,} ora! 
diviſtonin'the Church about it, was BaltaZar Pacommitayits' When the $es 

in Germany ir Luthers time, about the year 1527. and fince f the Anabap 

that time multitudes in Germany have imbraced his opinion, 28% 

who becaule they oppoled Pado-Baptiſme,were forcedto re- 

iterate their own Baptiſme, and thence were called 'CX1x© 

baptiſts, and ſoon proved a dangerous and rurbulent Seat 

againſt the Reformation , not onely working a world'of 

miſchiefe about £A#7fter and other parts'of Germany, but 

have with this opinion, drunk in abundance of other dange- 

rous Herefies and Blaſphemies, and quickly grew intb fuch 

diviſions,and ſub-divifions among themſelves, that Bullew- 

ger notes thar they were grown to no leſle then fourteen ſe- 

verall Secs in his time - Which intruth is the common lot 

of all Sectaries ;- who when once they have departed from 

the: Church, upon every ſmall occafion they come to bee | 

divided again among-themſelves, and one from-another : Niceph, 1235, 

As the Eccleſiaſticall Story lets us ſee in the Novatians, Ma- ,, , 

cedonians, Enmmians; Arrinns, &c.' which diviſions/ ally 7" 1290 

opened xivay-to their: totall deftruftion jn the: efid!5 their 

mutuall bickerings among themſelves, being as — 
{0 B 2 | O 
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ASamenaf the Baptiting of Infants. 
of the waves of the Sea, one againſt another, till all were 
changed, as the Hiſtorian notes of them. And becauſe this 
Opinion,and divers others which depend-upon it, begins 
unhappily to take place and ſpread among our ſelves in this 
Kingdom;and {o:the work of Reformation (without Gods 
mercy) likely tro be much hindred by it; I ſhall (God wil- 
ling)handle this Queſtion more largely, then I have done 
any other in this place;and the rather becauſe of three othey 

reat miſchiefes which go along with it. 

Firft, I ſce that all who reject the Baprtizing of Infants, 
oftheiro- do and muſtupon the ſame ground reject the Religious ob- 
nic ſervation of the Lords day, or the Chriſtian Sabbath,viz, 
becauſe there i not (fay they) 4n expraſe inſtitution or com- 
mand inthe New Teſtament. Verily, I have hardly either 
known.,or read,or heard of any one who hath rejeted his 
of Infants, but with it they reject that of the Lords day: 
.. now God hath ſo bleſſed the religious obſervation of the 
Lords day in this Kingdom above other Churches and 
Kingdoms, that ſuch as indevour to overthrow it, deſerve 

juſtly co be abhorred by us. | 
Secondly, the teachers of this Opinion, where-ever they 
prevaile,ctake their Proſelytes wholly off from the Miniſtry 
ofthe Word and Sacraments, and all other as of Chri- 
ſtian communion;both publick and private; from any;bur 
thoſe-who are of their own opinion, condemning them all 
a limbs of Antichriſt, worthippers, and followers of-the 
= Beaſt: , And ſo not only labour to caſt the godly Miniſters 
E out afche hearts of; thoſe people whom they have wonne 
to, Chriſt, bur leave the people whom they inſnare with- 
-.-.; 4...” Out any hope of recovery, whileſt they impoſe upon their 
"2M coniciences,: to hear none but fuch as may confirme them 
rt! 1" in thejnermurs z: Anold trickofs Sztqr, which hee taughe 


how 


Papiſs long apone;s:mecre politick device ro keeptheir - 
apices aſl untothemſclves : which unchriſtian courſe, 
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A Sermon of the Baptizing of Infants. 


how proſperous ſoever it may ſeem to be at the firft, can- 


not bebleſſed by God, nor indeed is it, the Lord giving 
them up almoſt every where,to other moſt dangerous,vile, 
and abominable opinions. I deny not but ſome few who 


are of this opinion are otherwiſe minded, but all our expe- 


rience teacherh us that the generality of them do runne this 
WAY. | 


Thirdly,this opinion puts all the Infants of all Beleewers - 


into the ſelf-fame condition with the Infants of Twrks, 


. and Indians, which they all readily acknowledge; and 


from thence, unavoidably one of theſc three things muſt 
follow. 1. Either all of them are damned who die intheir 


Infancy, being without the Covenant of Grace, having no 


part in Chriſt, Or, 2. Allof them ſaved.as havingno ori- 


ginall finne,and conſequently needing no Saviour z which . 


moſt of the Anabaptiftsin the world doe own, and there- 
with bring inall Pelagianiſm,Univerſall grace, Free-will, &s. 
Or, 3. That although they bee tainted with Originall eor- 
ruptzon,and ſo need a Saviour, Chriſt doth pro beneplavite, 
ſave ſome of the Infants of Indiaxs and Turkes, dying in 
cheir Infancy.,as well as ſoxe of the Infants of Chrift:ans; 
and ſo carry ſalvation by Chriſt our of the Church,beyond 
the Covenant of Grace, where God never made any pro- 
miſe : That God hath made a promiſe to bee the God of 
Beleevers.,and of their Seed, we all know; but where the pro- 
miſe is to be found.that he will be the God of the ſeed of 
ſuch Parents who live and die hisenemtes, and their ſeed, 
notſo much as called by the preaching of the Goſpel, I 
know nos. Theſe men fo the Covenant of Grace madeto 
the Fews, differs frxom the Covenant of Grace made with 


28; but defire to know whether inthe oze, or in the other, - 


they find any promiſe of ſalvationby Chriſt to any Infants 


dyingin their Infancy; whoſe Parents no way belongedto , 


the Family of God,or Covenant of Grace.. ' 
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af A Sermon of the BaptiFing of Infants. 
The matter then being of ſuch conſequence, and many 
amongſt us in ſuch danger of being ſeduced, furtherthen is 
eafie to imagine,through the ſubrilty,activity,and diligence 
of {uch as with a great ſhew of Scriptures, andunder a pre- 
rence of zeale, doe creepinto Houſes. yea,proclaim theſe 
things openly in Pulpits: I take my:ſelf bound upon this 
occaſion to ſhew you upon what grounds the Orthodox 
Church harh hicherto retainedthis practiſe, and ſhall bring 
all thar I intend to ſpeak of1t undertwo arguments, and un- 
der them ſhall indevour to anſwer whatſoever I have found 
of any momen: objected tothe contrary. EY 
My firſt Argument is this, The infants of beleeving Parents 
jeſt Argumene .,e foederati,therefore they mult bee ſignati; they are within 
y are under p | -5Y 
ke Covenant the Cowen nt of grace,belonging to Chriſts bidy kingdom, fami- 
gets _ ly ; therefore are to partake of the ſeale of his Cohan, of the 
Roche feale dl ineuiſhing badge between them who are under the Covenant 
the Core: gf prace,aud them who are not. 1 NS 
ty The ordinary Anſwerto this Argumentis, by denying 
thar Infants are under the Covenant of Grace; 'only ſome 
few deny the conſequence, thar although they were with- 
in the Covenant,yet it follows not that they muſt bee {ea- 
led, becauſe (fay they) the Women among the Jewes were 
under the Covenant, yer received not Circumciſion, which 
was the ſ{ca)eof rhe.Covenant; but this receives an eafic 
anſwer, the Women were Circumciſed inthe Males, elfe 
could not God have faid,thatthe whole houſe of 1ſracl were 
Circumciſed in the fleſh, elſe could not the whole Nati- 
on of the Jewes bee, called the Circumciſion, in oppoſiti- 
on toall the world beſfide,ywho werecalled he Uncircum- 
| Ciſion, | 
this Argument ,. Bur for the better clearing, of this whole Argument, I 
degood by ſhall indeyour to make good theſe five Concluſions. 
ve Conclafi* . Tf: charrhe-Covenanrof Grace hath alwayes;tfor ſub- 
S ſtance, been one.and theſame. _ PRO Woe s's ot 
| h Second. 
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A Sermon of the Baptizing of Infants. : | 
Secondly; God will have the Tnfants of ſuch as enterin- 
ro Covenant with him, bee counted his, as well as their: 
Parents. : \ 
Thirdly, God hath ever ſince Abrahams time, had a' 
Seals to bee applyed to ſuch as enter into Covenant with 
Ws FR 
Fourthly, by Gods own order , the Seed, or Infants of 
Covenanters before Chriſts time, were to bee ſealed with 
the ſeale of admiſlton into kis Covenant, as wellas their 
Parents. | | 
Fifthly, the priviledge of ſuch as are in Covenant fince 
Chriſts time, are as honourable, large, and comfortable, 
both to themſelves and their children,as they were before 
Chriſts time : and theſe five Propoſitions made good, . the 
Argument will bee ſtrong and undeniable, 54 
The firſtis, That the Covenant of Grace, for (ubſtante,hath 3 Coy 
 alwayes been one and the ſame, both to the Fewes and to the o5 qc. pran 
Gentiles. Whichto underſtand,know, that the new and 1i- the ſame for 
ving waytolife was firſt revealed to 4d1m, immediately itance. 
after his fall, and that blefſed promiſe concerning the Seed 
of the woman was often renewed, and the Patriarchs fairh 
therein, and ſalvation thereby, recorded plentifully in the 
Scripture : but the firſt time that ever it was revealed under 
the expreſſe name ofa League or Covenant was witlf Abra- 
ham; and therefore wee ſhall need look no higher then his 
dayes:who becauſe he was the firſt explicite Covenanter,is 
called the father of the faithfull, and ever ſince clearly hath 
all che World been divided into two diſtin bodies, or fa- 
milies ;. the one called the Kingdome, Ciry, Houſhold of 
God, to which all who own the way to life, were rojoyn 
themſelves; and theſe were called the Children of God, the 
Sons of Abraham, the Childrea of the Kingdom: All the x-{t 
of the VVorld,. the kingdom ofthe Devil, the Seed of 756, 
Serpent, Strapgers from the Covenant- of Grace, 'witho;:t-God 
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anner of ad- 
iniftrarion, 


A Sermon of the BaptiZing of Infants. 
in the world, cc. Now, I ſay that this Covenant of Grace 
hath for ſubſtance been alwayes the ſame ;: for ſubſtance I 
ſay, for we muſtdiſtinguiſh betwixtthe Covenant ir ſelf, 
and the manner of adminiſtration of this Covenant : The 
ſubſtance of che Covenant on Gods part was, to bee Abra- 


Kc hams God, and the God of his ſeed, to bee an Al- - pra yo 


tion,an Al-ſufficient reward for him, to give Feſus Chriſt to 
him,and Hin with him, both of Fuſtification and 
of $aniFification, and everlaſting life, On Abrahams part the 
ſubſtance of the Covenant was, to beleeve in the promiſed 
Meffiah, to walk before God with a perfe& heart,to ſerve 
Godaccording to his revealed wil,to :»ſr#7 his family,&c. 
The manner of adminiſtration of this Covenant at the firſt, 
was by-types, and ſhadows, ay redo And foure hun- 
dred andthirry years after, the Law was added with'great 
rerrour upon Mount Sia, not as a part of this Covenant, 
but as the Apoſtle ſaith expreſly, it was added becauſe of 


: TY nſgrefiens, ro beea Schoolemaſter to whip ro Chriſt : 


'Plainly in thar giving of the Law, there was ſomething of 
the Covenant of works made with Adam: in Paradiſe; yet 
in order to the Adminiſtration of.the Covenant of grace, 
there was arehearſall of the Covenant of workes, under 


which all men lie by nature, untill they be brought under 


the Covenant of Grace:and this was delivered with grear 
rerrour, and under moſt dreadfull penalties, that they who 
were prone to ſeek juſtification in- themſelves, by finding 
the #dvier73 ris, the impoſſibility of their keeping the 
Law, might be driven to ſeek for a better Mediator, even 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as was excellently ſhadowed our, 
Exod. 20. 18,19,20, Demt. 5.24. when they cryed out to 
Moſes,that they might no more heave this dreadfull voyce, which 
would kill them, burchar they might be ſpoken unto by a 
Mediator : and God ſaid, they had well fpoken, —_ 


 ſently acczpred Mofes for their typical! mediator, and by 
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' of theirtrue-Jeſus,was to bringthem : neither didthe Lord s. 
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gave themthe Goſpel in their Tabernacle Ordinances; ' And 
there was alſo ſomerhing of the adminiſtration of the Cove © 
nant of grace; partly, becauſe all the threatning and curſf 
part of it was intended as a preparative and means vo fit 
chem for Chriſt; and partly,becaule the direRing part df it -.. 
containes that very rule whereby Abraham, and all his'feed 
were ordered to walk in obedience towards God: | 

. To conclude this, all their externall promiſes in caſe of 
obedience, all ourward bleflings which wereto bee enjoy- / 
ed by them; the Land of Canazn, and all the-good things 
in ic, all outward puniſhments and threatnings, lofſe*6f 
their Countrey, going into captivity, all their Sacrifices, 
their Waſhings, their Sprinklings,theirholy perſons, holy 
Feaſts,. and holy things,' were all of them bur fo many Ad- 
mihiſtricions of the. Covenant of Grace: Eatthly things 
then, were not only promited or threarned more diſtintly 
and fully,chen now they are to them who are in Covenant; 
but were figures, fignes, types, and Sacraments of ſpiricuall 
things, to bee injoyed both by them and by us, as might 
beeclcared by abundance of particulars : Take bur thar 
one inſtance of the Land of Canaan, which albeit in it 
ſelf it was bur like other Lands, yet was it by the Lord 
ſanRifyed to ſpirituall ends, where hee would have his Ta- 
bernaclepirched,and Temple builr,our of which land,when' 
the ten Tribes were carried captive, hee is ſaid to have put 
chem out of his fight: the very Land being figuratively ho- 2 King.r7. 
ly, and a figne of Gods preſence, the reſting of Gods peo- 
ple there,a ſigne of their eternall reſt in Heaven,inco-which: 

not Moſes the Law-giver, bur Foſhua, or Feſws, 'the type'yes.2.11.4.56 
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romiſe thementranceinto, or continuance in thar Land, F 
but uponthe ſame conditions upon which hee promiſeth/F<b3. 17.18, 
eretnalllife, -as true Faith in the Goſpel, with-the loveand! ** I 
feare of God, and Gm his Commandements 5 : 


God- 
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ee 
Godlinefle having then; as ir hath now and alwayes, the 
i 20.2.&c. pramile of good things for this life, and the lite ro come, 


- r, IO,1 


with 11.1, Zally,but ofheavenly things more generally and ſparingly: 
jH 323, 6G, 4 wWhexeas nqw. on the contrary, there is a more cleare and 
otpſs full revelation and promiſe of heavenly things, bur the pro- 
miſe of things earthly, more generall and ſparing - Now 
this externall Adminiſtration of the Covenant, is not the 
ſame with +4, as it was with them, bur the Covenant is the 
ſame; they were under the ſame miſery by Natwre, had the 
fame Chriſt, the Lambe flaine from the beginning of the 
World, the ſame conditions of Faith and Repentance,to bee 
made partakers of the Covenant, had the ſame graces pro- 
miſed in the Covenant, Circumcifing of their, heart, to 
love the Lord, &c.Theirs was diſpenfed in darker Prophe- 
cles, and obſcurer Sacrifices, types, and Sacraments,ours 
more glor:oufly and clearely, and in a greater meaſure : the 
_— indeed doe differ ; but the body is the ſame in 
)0th.. | 
xe identity of - AS is apparentzif, firſt, you look but into the Prophe- 
4 —_——Y cies that were made,Fer.31. 33. 1ſai. 59.21. Foel2, 52. 
tiles pro- and many other places,where the ſame things are promiſed 
d, rexhe Gentiles, when the Goſpel ſhould bee preached unto 


* but more fully,if you look into the New Teſtament, where 
d.2.32.  : Youſball finde, Zuk.1-54,55, 69,70, 72,73. £tk. 2.31.32. 
=«.1,54-<qc. that. Chriſt, and the Kingdom of grace by him, is ac- 
kawwledgedro bee the fumme of the Oath and Covenant, 

\.\. .. .. » Which God had'ipromiled to Abraham, and to his ſeed: Sg 
CO oManrh2r,4t-43. the ſame Vineyard that was let to the 
Jews, ſhould afterward bee let rothe Gentiles : the ſame 
TIT by "Kingdom pf. God which was formerly given to the Jewes, 
, ©" fhould-bee taken fromchem, and given to the Gentiles: So 
| Roms 11: the Gentiles were to bee ingraffed into the ſame 


-36-  ofearthly things, then more diſtinly and fully, and rypi- 


theta which were firſt promiſed to.4ahrahamand to his ſeed; 
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ſtock in which formerly rhe Fewes had grown,'and from 
which they were now to bee cur off, and 7uto which in the Luk.2.3x 
end they ſhould bee ingraffed again : So Gal. 3. 8.14. 16. mg 
Abraham had the ſame Goſpel preached to him, which is Gal.2.8.1 
now preached to us, the ſame bleſling beſtowed upon ..- ol 
braham,comes onthe Gentiles through Jeſus Chriſt, that PR,2, 12. 
they (as well as he ) might receive the promiſe of the Spirit 
through Faith ,, they who receive the promiſe of the Spirir 
chrough Faith, have the bleſſing of Abraham come upon 
them: as cleare1s thar, Epheſ. 2.13.to theend of the chaprex, 
the partition wall which ſevered us from the 'Fewes, is now 
broken down, and the Gentiles who formerly were a- 
farce off, are now taken in, and made Inter-Commoners 
with the Fewes: the Apoſtle alluding to rhe manner df the 

Tewifh worſhip, where beyond rhe Court wherein the Jows 

did worſhip,there was another Court divided from it by a 

{ſeptor wall, which was called, Atrium gentium & immun- 

dorum, the Court of the Gert-les and of theunclean, nea- 

rer then which none of them mighr approach *unto the 

Temple ; butnow,fatth hee,The partition walt is broken down, 

ani wee are no more ſtrangers and Forainers ;, but made fel- 

low-Citizens with the Saints, and of the houſhold of 'God-and 
with them grow up into an holy Temple in the Loyd; all which 
ſhews thar the very ſelfe-ſame priviledges formerly made 
peculiar ro'the Jews, are now through Chrift communica- 
ted rothe Gentiles. And this will yer more fully appeare, if 
wee confider how St. Paul to the Galatians, ſhewes thar the | 

ſame ſeed of Abraham, ſo much ſpoken of in' the Covenant... +2 + 

made with him,is now found among the Geniiles,asit was *- © # 

formerly among the Jews;thereyou ſhall finde three ſorts of _ 

Abrahams (ced: Firſt, Chriſt, Gal.3. 16:the root and ſtock, 

ehi-headzand elderbrocherof alt the reft. . Secondly, all 

trid beleevers ite Abrahams red; cap! 3. 29. theſe ond) Wd 
made partakers - of 'the S$7rituall part of the Covenant, 
ret C 2 Third- 


14 A Sermon of the Baptiing of Infants. 
i Thirdly,you ſhall finde another feed of Abraham,who were 
only circumciſed inthe fleſh, and not in the heart , who 
though they were either born of Abrahams feed, or profeſjed 
Abrahams faith, and ſo were Jewes fad#:, though not at, 
»ade.though not born Fewes, becomming Prolelyrtes, ne- 
ver cameto make Abrahams God their All-ſufficient porti- 
on, but placed their happineſſe in ſomewhat, which was 
not Chriſt, either by ſeeking juſtification by the workes of the 
om,10.3, Law,being igenoram of Gods righteouſncſſe, and going about to 
eftablifh therr own rightesnſueſſe dia n0t ſubmit themſelves unto 
'the righteouſneſſe of God, or placed their happineſle, iz ſa- 
fying the luſts of che fleſh, going a whoring after the Crea- 
tures and ſo though they were Abrahams ieed by profeſiion 
and outwardcleaving to the Covenant, yet were to bee caſt 
off with the reſt of rhe uncircumciſed,of whom 7ſhmael and 
Eſau were types, Gal. 4. 22. &c. Even ſo it #® now in the 

times of the Goſpel, we have now Jeſus Chriſt, the Elder 

brother, the firſt-borne of rhe Covenant, wee have alſo 

#rue beleewvers, who are brethren and Co-heires with him, 

who are properly the heires by promiſe, and wee have alſo 

ſome who are onely a holy ſeed by externall profeſSion, Gal. 

4. 29. . Who either withrhe falſe teachers, which Paulthere 

ſpeaks of , mingle juſt:fication by the Law aid Goſpel together, 

or with others, 2 Tim. 3.5. though they have a forme of 
godlineſſe, yet deny the power of it intheir lives andconverſati- 

9z5.S0 much for the firſt Concluſion, that rhe Covenant of 
grace, for ſubſtance,was alwayes one and the ſame. 
c ... Eves fince God gathered a diſtin, ſelet number out of 
| Concluſion, 3957 oy os BE A vn 
afanrsraken FOE WOrld, to bee his Kingdom, Ciry,Houſc-hold,in oppo- 
ro Covenant, Hition to the reſt in the world, which is the kingdom, city, 
vich cheir P23 hopſe-hold of Satan, hee would have The Infants of all who 
ents, are taken. into. Covengnt with him, to bee accounted his, to belong 
10 bins, 10 his. Ghurch ayd Family, and not 10 the Devils, As it 
15.1n'o;hey-Kingdoms, Corporations,and Families, the Su 
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dren PM Subjects born in a Kingdome, are born thar 
Princes Subjedts,where the Father is a Free-man, the childe 
is not born a fave ,, where any are bought to bee ſervants, 
their children born in their Maſters houſe, are born his jer- 
wants, Thus it is by the Laws of almoſt all Nations, and 
rhus bath the Lord ordained it ſha]l bee in his Kingdom atic 
Family , the ch:/arep follow the Covenant- condition of 
their Parents,it hee take a Father into Covenant, hee takes 
the children in with him, if hee reje& the Parents out of 
Covenant,the children are caſt out withthem, Thus with- 
out all queſtion it was in the time of the Jews, Ger. 17.9, Foſca.22, - 
&c.and when any ofany other Nation, though a Canaanite yg, 7 
or Hittite, acknowledged Abrahams God to bee their God, 
they and their children came into covenant together, 
And ſo it continues ffi, though the Anabaptiſts boldly 
deny it: AF. 2. 38, 39. when Peter exhorted his hearers, Ad. 2.3839 
who were prickedin their hearts,to repent and {bee baptized 2Penet anc 
for the remiſſion of ſins, hee uſeth an argument to perſwade © - © + 
them, taken from the benefit which ſhould come to their po- 
fterity, tor the Promiſe (faith hee) & unte you and nnto your 
childres,and to all that are afarre off, even as many as the Lord 
our God ſball call : if once they obey thecall of God, as A- 
braham did, the promiſe was made to them and to their chil-- 
dren,whether they who obey this call were the preſent Jews 
to whom hee ſpake, or were afar off: whether by afarre 
off, you will mean the Gentiles, who as yer worſhipped afar 
Abs the Jews, or any who as yet were unborn, and ſo were 
atarre off in time, or whether they dwelt in the remateſt 
parts.ofthe world, and ſo were atarre off in place, rhe Ar- 
pument holds good to the end of the world, Repentand be 
baprizkd forthe remiſſion of fins, and yee. ſhall receiverhe 
Holy Ghoſt ; For the Promiſe .made to you and to your chal- 
dren, they ſhall bee made freeot Gods City, -accordingro 
Abrahams Copy: 1 will bee thy God,and the God of thy. ſeed. Ter 
| C 3 |  Zachews 


119. 


nſw. 


Objef, 


Objedt - | 


Anſw, 
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Zachews the Publican'once receive Chrift himſelf, bee hee a 
Gentile,as {ome think hee was;bee hee a great ſinner,eſteem- 


ed as a heathen,as we all know hee was, let him profeſle the 
faith of Chriſt,and the Covenant of ſalvation comes to his 
houſe , fornow hee is made a ſonne of Abraham:that is, Alra- 
hams promiſe now reacheth him. 

Neicher can the evidence of this place bee eluded by ſay- 
ing,che promiſe here meant, is of the extrard:nary gifts of 
the Holy Ghoſt, to ſpeak with tongues,c+c. For weeall know 
thar a who then beleeved and were baptizec, did not re- 
ceive thoſe extrairdinary gifts of the Holy Ghoſt , and beſide; 
this Argument remains ſtill in' force to bee uſed to the end 
ofthe World, Who ever beleeves and ts baptied,ſhall receive 
remiſcion of fins,and the gift of the Holy Ghoſt: Which was 
not rrue,if by che Holy Ghoſt was meant ozly thoſe extragr- 


 dinary Sifer 


Nor, {econdly, can it bee avoided by that ſhift of others 
who interprer itthus; To you and your children, as many of 
them as the Lord ſhall catl : thatis, (lay they). wherher your 
ſelves, or your ch:ldren, or any other whom the Lord ſhall 
call, it they r=pent and bee baptized, they ſhall reccive the 
gift ofthe Holy Ghoſt; for it is plaine, tharthe ffrength of 
this Argiiment leth in this, Thar if they did repent and 
'were baprized, the promiſe ſhould bee made good to them, 
and to their chi/drep, and what comfortable argument can 
this bee taken from reſpe ro their chi/drer, if rhe Apo- 
Rle'ranafſt beinterpreted as theſe men would havehim ? vz7. 


Toward your Children have hitherto been an' holy. ſeed, but 


wow if you beleeve in Chriſt your ſelves , your children fhall be 
In nobetter conditionthen the reſt of the Pagan world, ſtrangers 
from'the Covenant of God ; but if afterward any of them, or 
-#hy of 'the' Heather ſhall for their parts beleeve and be baptizeq 
Fhutr particulatperſens ſhall bee took into Covenant, but their 
chjltrew'ſfill left out: had this think you been a comfor- 
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table Argiiment to perſwade them to come 'in, in' relati- 
on tothe good:of their children afterthem ? The plaine 
ſtrength of the argument is, God hath now remembred his Co- 
wenant to Abraham,jn ſending that bleſſed ſeed jr whom hee pro- 
miſedto bee the God of himand hi ſeed ; do not you by your un- 
beliefe, deprive your ſelves, and your poſterity of ſo excellent 4 
zift. And except in relation to the Covenant, there was 
no occaſion to name their chi/drep, it had been ſufficient 
I ſaid, a promiſe is made to as many as the Lord ſhall 
64H, 

As plain ir is our of the 11x ofthe Rom, 16. &c. Where Rom 11.16, 
the Apoſtles ſcope is to ſhew that wee Gentiles havenow *P**% 
the ſame graffing into the true Olive which the Jewes for- 
merly bad,and our preſent graffing in,is anſwerable to their 
preſent caſting ont, and their taking in in the latter end of 
the World, ſhall bee the ſame eraffing 7u(rhough more glo- 
riouſly) as ours & nom: Now all know that when they 
were taken in, they and their Children were taken in, 
whenthey were broken off, they and their children were 
broken off, when they ſhall bee raken in, in the latter 
end of the world, hey and their ch;/dren {hall bee taken in, 
and that becauſe the rote is holy,that is, Gods Covenant with 
Abraham, Iſaac and Facob, exiends yet unto them when their 
unbeliefe fhall bee taken away. The roote being like Nebachad- 
nezzars tree, the tree hewen down, andthe roote bound 
with aband of iron untill ſeven times were paſſed over It, 
and then the bands ſhould be broken, and the raote ſhould 
fpring, and thertree ſhould grow again : Sv rheir ptefent 
Nation like thi tree, is cut down, and this holy roote the 
Covenant made with their forefathers, is apc bound 
with an iron barre of #nbeleefe, blindneſſe veing come upon 
them, untill the fulneſſe of the Gentiles 'bee come in,and then all 
Iſrael ſhall gs ro And markthat in all this'diſcourſe;the 
holinefſe of the branches there ſpoken of, isnor meant ” a 
periQ=s 


Cor,7.14. 
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2rſonall inherent holineſſe, but a derivative holinefle a ho- 
ineſſe derived ro them from their Anceſtors ; The firſt fruite 
i holy, the lumpe holy, the roote holy , the branches holy, that 
is, tbe Fathers Joly accepted in Covenant with God, the childres 
beloved for their fathers ſake , and when the vaile of unbe- 


licfe ſhall bee taken away, the children and their poſterity 


ſhall be taken in again,becawuſe beloved for their Fathers ſakes, 
Now then if o#r-graffing in, bee anſwerable to therrs in all, 
or any of theſe three parriculars, wee and our children are 
ograffed in together, ' 

Ob. But here is no mention made of owr 1»fants grafſing in. 

Anſw. Wee muſt not reach che Lord ro'ſpeak , but 
with reverence ſearch out his meaning, there is no mention 
made of caſting our the Fewiſh !nfants, neither here aoxs elſe- 
where : when hee ſpeaks of taking away the Kingdome of 
God from them, and giving it to the Gexti/es who would 
bring forch fruice,no mention of the /nfarts of cthe:ove, or of 
the erher, but the one and the other for theſe outward diſ- 
penſations, are comprehended-in their parents, the bran- 
ches in tho roote, the Infants of the godly in their parents Accor- 
ding to the tenor of his mercy,the infants of the wicked in 
their Parents,according to the tenor of his juſtice. 

And yet plainer, (if plainer may bee) is that ſpeech of 
the Apoſtle, in 1 Corinth, 7.14. The unbeleeving hucband is 
ſanS$ified by the wife, and the unbeleeving wife is ſanitified by 
the husbar.d, elſe were your children uncleane, but now they are 
boly ,, the plaine ſcopeand meaning whereof isthis; the 
beleeving Gorinthians, among other'caſes of conſcience 
which they had ſenr ro the Apoſtle for his reſolution of, 
bad written this. for one, whether ir were lawfull for them 
who were converted, {till to retaine their Infidell wives, 
or husbands: their doubt ſages to:arilefrom the Law of 
God, which was in force to the Nation of the Jewes 3 God 
had not onely forbidden ſuch marriages to his people,bur 

| in 
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in Ezr4's time, they put away not onely their wives, . hut Ezra,ro.4, 
all the children that were borne of them, asnot belonging 
tothe Common-wealth of Iſrael , and it was done accor- 
ding to the Zaw, and that Law was not a particular Edi& 
which they did agree upon, but according to the ſtanding 
Law of Moſes, which that word there uſed fignificth; and nvn 
in Nehemjahs time, the children who were borne of ſuch 
marriages, were accounted a Mungrell kind, whom Nehemj. Nehem.3.x 
ah curſed. Now hereupon theſe Corinthians doybted.whe- ©* 
ther their children,as well as their wives,were not to beac- 

counted wxcleave, and ſoro be put away according to thoſe 
examples z to which the Apoſtle anſwers, No, they were 
not to be put away: Upon what ſpeciall reaſon ſoever, thar 
Law was in force to the Fewes, belceving Chriſtians were 
not in that condition, the unbeleeving wite was ſandified 
in the beleeving husband , quad hoc, fo farre, as to bring 
forth an holy ſeed ; were it with them as when both of them 
were wnbeleevers, {0 that neither of them had a preroga- 

tiveto intitle their children to the Covenant of grace, rheir 

chilren would be an unclean Progeny, or were the.chil- 

dren to be reckoned inthe condition of the worſer parent,ſo 

that the upbeleever could contribute more to Pagan/[me then 

the beleever to Chriſtianity, it were ſo likewiſe : but the 

caſe is otherwiſe, the beleeving husband hath by Gods 

ordinance a ſanctified uſe of his unbeleeving wife, ſoas b 

Gods ſpeciall promiſe made to beleevers and their Seed, Mal.2.S, 

they werc inveſted, in,and to the oft ſpirituall end of mar- © 

riage, the con. 1ynance of 4 holy feed,wyherein the Charchis to 
be propagated to the worlds end, and the caſe ishergin 
relation tothe poſterity for ſprritaall priviledges, asin other 
marriages, for c:vi/l priviledges,as ſuppolſea Prince,or No- 
bleman marry witha woman of bafe ormeaze birth, though 
in gezerallir be true, that the children of choſe thar be baſe, 
are born baſe, as well as the children of Noebles are borne 
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#Nble, yet here the iſſue hath honoar from the Father, and is 
not accounted baſe by the baſeneſle of the Aorher, This 1 
take to be theplaine meaning ofthe Apoſtles anſwer : Bur 
becauſe the Anabaptiſts do very much endeavourto weaken 
theevidence of this Argument, Iſhall indeavour to cleare 

- it from their acceptions. They utterly deny thatthis place 
is meant of any Federal holincſſe, but of legitimation, which 
they call civill holinefſe, and fo interpret the Corinthians 
doubt robe , whether their marriage with Unbeleevers were 
ot now 4 nullity, andtheir children thereupon to bee ſpa- 
ri0#s, illegitimate, or Baſtards, andthe Apoſtles anſwer to 
be, that becauſe the Unbeleeving wife is ſanttifiedto the be- 
leeving husbanyd, that is, their marriage remaines lawful, 
therefore their children are nor ſpurious, bur lawfully be- 
gotten. Bur that thi cannot be the meaning,I clearly prove 

. by theſe four Arguments. | 
 Aroument Firſt, uncleanneſle and holinefle, when oppoſed one to 

Zecauſe un-- the other, are never taken forcivilly lawfull or unlawfull ; 


anneffe and gy5[eapneſſe indeed, when oppoſedro cleanntſſe,may beraken 
holinelſle no +» | 
"here raken . In ſeverall ſenſes, anuncleane veſlell, an uncleane cloth, an 
r civilly law- uncleane garment; when oppoſed to cleave, may fignifie no- 
W thing bur dirty or ſported: bur when uncleannes is oppoſedto 
holineſſe, iris alwayes taken in a ſacred {enſe, referring to a 
Tabernacle uſe, to a right of admifhon into, or uſe in, the Ta- 
bernacle or Temple, which were types to us of the viſible 
x Tim.4.f9 Church: and holireſſe is alwaies taken for a ſeparation of per- 
ſons or things from common to [acred uſes : Even the meats 
and arinkes of beleevers ſanfifiea to them,ſerve for a religious 
end and uſe, even to refreſh them, who are the Temples of 
the holy Ghoſt ; ſo thatthey havenor-onely a lawtull. bur 
an hoſy uſe ofrheir meat and drinke, which Urbeleevers haye 
met, to whom yer their meat and drinke is civilly law- 
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A Sermon of the Baptizing of Infants. pd 22. 
And whereas ſome ſay, 1 Theſſ: 4. 3,4, 5-that chaſtity-a, ObjaT. 
morall vertue found among Heathens,is called by the name 
of Santtſication. Let every one puſſeſſe his veſſell, not inthe luſt 
of coucupiſence,but in San#ification and honour, 
I Anſwer, Chaftity among Heathens, is never cald $4n- Anſw. 
Hification, but among beleevers it may well bee called ſs, 
| being a part of the New creation,a branch of their ſanQifi- | 
cation,wrought by rhe Spirit of God, a part of the inward 
| adorningofche Temple of the holy Ghoſt, So that the. 
meaning cannor be,your childrenare holy,thar is,now they © ©» 
are ot baſtards, but rather, whereas before , bothyow'and 
they were uncleane, and might have nothing to doe with the 
Temple of God , now both you and your children are a holy 
ſeed, according is was ſhewed to Peter in his viſion, where 
God ſhewed him, thar the-Gentiles formerly no better-then 
uncleane beaſts , and creeping things, ſhould upon their con- 
| verſion to Chriſt bee no lowger efleemed common or dt- 
led, 
| & Secondly, this being ſo, had zh;5 been.the meaning, elſe 2 —=—_ 
i wereyour Chilarenunclean, but now they are holy, elſe had anfwer hadn 
! _yourchildren been Baſtards , but now they are /egitimate; — 
! the Apoſtlesanſier had nor been true, becauſe then ifone * 
of the Parents had nor been a Beleever, and ſo by his be- 
Inga beleever, ſantified his unbeleeving Wife, their chil- 
| dren muſt have been Baſtards : whereas wee know their 
{ © children had been legitimate,being bornein lawfull Wed- 
loqke, though ze:ther of the Parents-had been a beleever - 
Marriage being a.ſecond Table duty, is /awfull (though not 
ſanified)to Pagans as well as to Chriſtians, and the legi- 
timation or illegitimarion of the iſſue depend nor upon the 
Faith, but upon the marriaze of the Parents, let the mar- 
riage be Jawtull, and the iſſue is legitimate, whether oe, or 
both, oxneither of the Parents be belcevers or infidels': take 
but away lawfull marriage, betwixt the Man and the Wo- 
2 man, 
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1143 Man andrhe iſlucis.legitimate,wherher one or both, or 
neither of the Parents are beleevers or infidels: withall, if 
the children of Heathens be Baſtards , and the marriage of 
Heathens no marriage, then there is no adultery among 
heathens, -and ſo the ſeventh Commanderent is altoge- 
ther in vainein the words of it as to them, 
Argument, _ Beſides St. Paxls reaſon had no ſtrength in it, ſuppoſing 
or had the \the-Text were to beinterpreted as theſe men would have it; 
rp * Their doubt(ſay they) was, that their marriage was an un- 
aſon in ir,it Jawfull wedlocke, and ſo conſequently their children Ba- 
erprer® ,Rtards;now mark what kinde ofanſwer they make the Apo- 
ney wou ; l . 
ave it, ſtle give,Were yee not lawfall man ana wife, your children were 
Baſtards, but becauſe the unbeleeving w:fe is ſandtified inthe 
hwuband, cc, becarſe your marriage ts a lawfill marriage, your 
children are legitimate, © What ſtrength ofreaſorn is in this? 
if this had been their doubt or queſtion,wherher then mar- 
riage were not a nullity, the Apoſtle by bis Apeſtolick au- 
thority might have definitively anſwered, without giving a 
reaſon, your marriage is good, and your children legitimate 
bur if Pau/ will go.about to ſatis fie them by reaſon,& prove 
them to be miſtaken, it behoved him to give ſucha reaſon 
which ſhould have ſome weight in it, bur this hath none , 
ſet their doubr. (as theſe men frame it)and the Apoſtles an- 
{wer(as theſe men interpret him)together,and you will ea- 
fily ſee theinvalidity of it, We doxbt, fay the Corinthians, 


Aren are Baſtards, No, ſaith Paul, yow are miſtaken, and I 
prove it.this;Were:yee not lawfullwinn ard wife , your children 
were baft ards ; but becauſe yee are lawfull "man a;.d wife, your 
children are not baſtards. 1s there any argument or proofe 
inthis?: | Es 

Argument. ., Kyurthly., according to zhs their interpretation; the A- 
preen'd  Poſtlesnifivercould no wayes have reached rothe'quieting 
keir doubr, OF Qſeir” conferences; their doubt was, whether: according 
4 I: | to 
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wew'e not lawfull manand wife, and that therefore our ch1l- 
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to the example in Ezr4 , they were not 'to put away their 
wives and children, as zot belonging to God, as being a Seed 
whom God would not own among his people; now what 
kind of quiet would this have given them, torell them thar 
their children were not Baſtards ?We know the Fews did 
not p#t awaytheir Baſtards , as not belonging ro the Cove- 
nant of God, Phares, and Zarah, andFepthah, and innume- 
rable others,though baſtards, were circumciſed, and not cut 
off from the people of God, - 

And whereas ſome obje& out of Dext. 23.2.that baſtards 
did not belong to the Covenant among the Fews, becauſe 
God there forbad a baſtard to come intothe Congregation of the 
Lord. | 

I Anſwer, that is meant orely of bearing Office in the Deu,23.2, 
Church, orſome ſuch like Fans , and not of being under 
rhe Covenant, belonging ro the Church:as is maniteſt,not 
onely by what hath been zow ſaid of Fepthah and others, 
who were circumciſed,and offered ſacrifices, and drew nigh to 
God, as well as any other , bur the very text alledged gives 
{ſufhctent light, that it cannot be meant orherwayes ; be- 
cauſe intharplace, who ever is an Eunuch , or wounded in 
his ftones,hath the ſame exclufion from the congregation of 
the Lord : and I hope no man will dare to fay, that none En.gg.3.4. 
ſuch are holy to the Lord,jfthey ſhonld;the Scripture is tull e- 58.8.27s 
nough againſt them: that putting away of E774 was of an 
higher nature then bare illegitimation ; and therefore it be- 
hooved the Apoſtle to give another manner of ſatisfacti- 
on to their doubtfull conſ{ciences , then ro tell them their 

children were nor Baſtards : Therefore I conc]ude', that 

this holineſſe being the fruits of one of the Parents being a belee- 

ver, muſt be meant of (ome kinde of holineſſe , which 1 not com- 

mon tothe ſeed of them whoje Parents are both Unbeleevers,and 

that ts enough tor our purpoſe, - ob R- 

Yet their remainesrwo O bjections to bee — 

whic 
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which are made againſt this our interpretation. 
Firſt,the {Uzbeleeving wife, is here ſaid to be ſanitified, as 
wellas the Chld is ſaid to bee 2oly, and the Originall word 
isthe ſame forboth, one the wverb,the other the noune:it then 
the child is holy, with a federall hol:neſſe, thenis allo the #n- 
beleeviar wife [anti fiedwith a federall Sanftification, and {0 
the w/fe, although remaining a heathen,may be yer counted 
ro belong to the Covenant of grace. 
—_— I Anſwer; Indeed there would be weight in this objection 
Dnofition if the Apoſtle had ſaid the Mabeleeviag Wite is ſanctified, 
pnifying 2045 and no more, as he {imply ſays, the children are #oly ; bur 
es thathedoth not ſay, he {aith indeed the Unbeleeving wife 
ers Aft, 15 fant fied in the beleeving husband, or to the beleeving hus- 
3,L Cor.7-15 payd: that is,0 his uſe, as all other creatuxes are, as the bed 
he lies on, the w2eat hee eats, the cloaths hee weares, the 
beaſt he rides on, are fanctified ro hini,and fo this ſan&#i(- 
edneſſe of the wife is not a ſanRificarion of ate; -bur onely 
of uſe,and of this uſe ro be ſanRificd to rhe beiceving husband, 
whereas the holines and ſanctification thats ſpoken of the 
children, is a holinefle of tate, and not only a {ancification 
to the parents aſe. | 
2.0bjcdt, That holjneſle of the Children is here meant, which 
could not be, unlefſe one of the Parents were fanRifyed 
to the other, which is the force of the Apoſtles arguing ,the 
unheleever is ſanfiified to the beleever, elſe were not the chil- 
dren holy,!but uncleane - but federal helizeſſe of children 
may be where the Parents are not {anRified,one zz or to the 
other, as in baſtardy, Dawids-child by Bathſheba, Phares 
and Zarah, Fudahs children by Thamar , the 1/raelites chil- 
dren by the Concubines, Abrahams ſonne 1ſhmael by Hagar, 
&C. in which caſes thechildren were foederally holy, and 
accordingly were circumciſed, and yet the Harlot not ſan- 
Rified 7x or fo the Adulterer or Fornicator, thougha belee- 
Ver. | | 
I 
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A Sermon of the Baptizing of Infants, 
I anſiver,we muſt attend the Apoſtles ſcope,w. is to ſhew 
that the children would be holy, if:the faith and beleewer- 
ſhip of one of the Parents could not remove the barre, which 
lies iz the other, being an unbeleever, againſt the prod ucing 
of an holy ſced,becauſe one of them was a Pagan,or unbeleever , 
therefore the child would not be an holy ſeed, unleſſe the faith or 
beleeverſhip of the other Parent conld remove this bar: Now this 
can have no place of an Argument, in any caſe , where oze 
of the Parents is not an 1»fidell: bur this was not the caſe a- 
mong the Jewes; Hagar, and Thamar, and the Concubines, 
however ſenfull in thole as, yer themſelves were beleewers, 
belonging to the Covenant of God, and rhat barre lay not 
againſt their children, as did in the unbeleeving wife: indeed 
it a belceving man or woman ſhould adwlteronſly beget a 
childe upon a Pagan, a Heathen, or Unbeleever,there this ob- 
jeRion deſerves to bee further weighed , but here ic comes 
not within the compaſle of the Apoſtles 'Argument, . 
Before I paſſe from this ſecond concluſjon, let me further Reaſon why 

ſhew you whythe Lord will have the children of beleeving (9 11 © 

Parents reckoned even in their Infancy , to belong to him, accounted his 
Firſt, his own beneplacitum,his free grace and favour which 

moves him to ſhew mercy to whom he will, . is a ſufhcieart 

anſwer to all: Bur ſecondly, he will have it for 5 own gle- 

ry. It is the honour of other Princes, that all who are born 

in their kingdome ſhould bee accounted borre their Subjetts, 

and the honour of great Maſters, that the children of their 

ſervants born in their hoſes, ſhould be born their ſervants : 

Solexzon counts it a piece of his glory, that he had ſervants E<!cf.2.7. 
born in his houſe. And on the other fide, itis a dithonour 

roa King not to be able legally to lay claim to thoſe born 

in his kingdome,but that another King ,yea,an exery might 

keally challenge them to be h# Subje&ts. So is it withthe 

Lord,he having left all the reſt of the world, to be viſibly 

the devils kingdome, will not for his owngleries ſake per- 

mit 
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A Sermon of the Baptiting of Infants. 
mit the Devil ro come and lay viſible claime ro the ſonnes 
and daughters, begotten by thoſe who are the children of 
the moſt High. Andthirdly, he doth it both for the com- 
fortiand duty ofthoſe waoare in Covenant with him, partly 
I fay;- for their comfort and priviledge, while they may ſee 

| their children viſibly'to be provided for by a better Father, 
under a Covenant of Grace, to wiole care, and un- 
der whoſe wing they may leave them, when themſelves ſhal 
faile ; and partly tobee an obligationto bring them up for 
God, not to themſelves, much lefle to the dew/l, but ever 
to look upon themſelves in the education of their children, 
ro be but nur{ing Fathers and Mathers, ts train them np in the 
nurture and feare of the Lord, unto whole kingdom, family, 
and Covenant they thus belong. 

I have been the larger upon theſe two firſt concluſions, 
becauſe indeed the proving of zheſe, gains the whole cauſe 
ifthe Covenant be the ſame, and children belong to ir,then 
they are to be owned as Covenazters, and to be admitted to 
the diftinguiſhing or diſcriminating ſign berwixt Gods peo- 
ple and the devils; and this the moſt learned of the Ana- 
baptiſts do? profeſle, that if they knew a Child co be holy, 
they would baprize it. In the other Concluſions I ſhall be 
more briefe. | 


>. Concluſion The Lord hath appointed and ordained a Sacrament or 


ſeale of initation tobe adminiſtred unto them who enter into Cs- 
venant with him,Circumciſion for the time of that adminiſtra- 
tion which was befere Chriſts incarnation. bapriſme ſince the 
time of his incarnation;both of them the ſame ſacrament for 
the ſpiritual part,though differing in the outward Elements; 
both appointed ro bee bfingmſbing {72nes, betwixt Gods 
people, and the Devils people ; both of them the way and 
meanes of ſoclmne entrance 8& admiſſion into the Church; 
both of them to be adminiſtred but oxce, and none might be 
tcceivedinto the Communion of the Church of the Fewes , 
untill 
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uftill they were c;rcumcſed, nor into the Communion of the 
Church of the Chriſtians untill they be BapriFed; none: buir 
the circumciſed might eat of the Psſchall Lamb, none 

but thoſe who are baptized, be admirred to eat the Lords 
Supper , which ſucceeds in the room of the Pafſeover, and 
this our Lo7d himſelf taught us by his own example, who 
was circumciſed, asa proteſſed member of the Church of 
the Jewes, and wherrhe ſer up the new Chriſtian Church 
he would be initiated into zz, by the Sacrament of Bap- . 
#1/778. | 

Vt this Concluſion there is no great doubt, but becauſe 
ſome of the Anabaprtiſts doe deny the Sacrament of Bap- . - . . + 
tiſmeto ſucceed in the room, place, and uſe of Circumei» © «©. 
ſion, bee pleaſed to obſerve how plain the Apoſtle makes 
it, Co!oſſ. 2: 8;9, 10,81, 12. Where the Apoſtles ſcope:is 
to diſlwade the beleeving Chriſtians from the rudiments 
of the world, and Jewiſh Ceremonies, and obſervations 
upon this ground, that we are compleat iz Chriſt, and that 
in him as inthe head, the Church hath all perteQions; and 
becauſe he would rake chem wholly off from Circumciſion, -[. 


.291,has 


Col,2,11,13, 
opened, 


Ceremonies, he tels them, thatin C/r:/t wee are — Gal,5.3, 
with a Circumciſion made without hands(a better circumciſion 
then the Jews was) 7» putting off the hody of the ſunnes of the 
fleſh by the circumciſion of, Chriſt. And whereas the Fewiſh rea- 
chers would be ready to object that the receiving of the 
; ward grace of Circumciſion, did not make them ſo com- 
pleat as Abraham and his ſeed was, :becauſe they alſo had 
an o#tward ſenſible _figne. whereby they might: bee far- 
ther perſwaded, comforted, and confirmed ; tothis he anſwers 
ver. 12. That neither is this priviledge wanting to Chriſt;ans 
who have as excellentand expreſle a Sacrament of it, being 
buried with Chriſt :n Baptiſme, the effe& whereof he there 
fets down, and therefore they gs net, Circumciſion, 


Concluſion, 
n,17. 


- od.1 2.48, 


Objett. 
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ascheir-falſe teachers infinuated, thereby directly reaching 
thar our baptifme is inſtead of their circumcifion. And the 
Analogy lies between two Sacramentall types of the ſame 
fabſtance [regeneration}to both Fews and Gentiles. Andin 
trixh;had not baptiſme come inthe room of #7, the Apoſtle 
coutd nor have pitched upon a worle inſtance then that of 
Circumcifion, which was ſo much valued by them, and 
was fo great and uſefull a priviledge unto them : Nor had 
tbete been any reaſon to have here named baptiſm,but that 
he meant to ſhew baptiſm ro Chriſtians, was now in the 
room of circumcifion to the Jews. 

That by Gods own expreſſe order, Infants as well 5 grown 
men,were in the time of the Fewes to bee initiated and ſealed with 
theſigne of Circumciſion : Whether Jewes by nature , or 


Proſelytes of the Gentiles,one law was for them all,ifthey 


receive the Covenant, they and their children receive cir- 
cumcifion : and although, as I rouched before, this figne 
was attually applyed only ro the males, yetthe females were 
virtually cirenmciſed inthem, as is apparent both becauſe 
the whole Church of the Jews were called the Circumcj- 
fion, and becauſe by Gods expreſſe order, no uncircumci= 
fed perſon might cat of the Paſſeover, which wee are ſure 
the women didas well as the men. And whereas ſome 
who lee which way the ſtrength of this Concluſion ben. 
deth;do alledgexhar though Circurncifion was to bee ap- 
plyed to their Infants, yer it was not as a ſcale of the ſp:r7- 
twall part of the Covenant of Grace,bur as anational badge, 
aſeake of ſome temporaliand earthly bleffings and priviled- 
gcs.as of their right'to the Land of Canaar,c7c. and that 1fh- 
mil though he was circumciſed for ſome rtemporall reſpetts, 
yet hee was not thereby. brought underthe Covenant of 
grace, which was exprefly ſaid to be made with Abraham, 


- in relation to 1faarand his feed. - 


Tanfwer; there's nothing plainer thenrhat the Covenant 
_ | Where- 


chargeable journeys, ro worſhip at Hieruſalew, And as 
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whereof Circumciſion was the ligne, wes the Coveyant of 3 
Grace ; Abraham received Circamcifion a figne of the Rom.4u27 
rightcouſneſle of Faich, and the Fewes received it not as a | 
Nation, but as a Church, as a people ſeparated from the 
world, and taken into Covenant with God: Ir is ttue in- 
deed, thar Circumciſion bound them who received it, to 
conform to that manner of adminiſtration of the Cove- 
nant which was carryed, much, by a way of Temporall 
blefiings and puniſhments, they being rypes of ſpiritual! 
things; but no man can ever ſhew that any were to receme 
the Sacrament of Circumciſion in relation to theſe onr- 
ward things onely, or to them at all, turther then they were 
adminiſtrations of the Covenant of Grace; ſure I am, the 
Proſeljtes and their children could not be circumciſed inany 
relation at all ro the remporall bleſſings of the Land of Ca- 
z4an as they were temporall, becauſe notwithſtanding their "= 
Circumciſion they were not capableof receiving, or pur- -.. ,-.:. 1 
chaſing any mherirance ar all in thac Land, fojoorne 
there they might, as other ſtrangers alſo did ; but-*the 
inheritance of the Land, no, not one foote of it could 
ever b:e alienared from the ſeverall Tribes to whom ir. 
was diſtributed as their poſſcſfion by the moſt High : | 
For all the Land was divided unto twelve Tribes, and: Deut.z2.Y. 

they were not any one of them allowed ro ſell their £1.25,13.% 
lands longer then till che year of Jubilee, Lewit.25.13.8&c. 
Yea, I may boldly ſay, that their Circumciſion was fo | 
farre from ſealing to them the outward good things of the > 
land,that i occafionedand tyed them to a greater expence | 
of their temporal! bleſſings by their long, and frequent, and 


for what was alledged concerning Iſhmael, the anſwer is 

eaſie ; God indeed there declares thar 7ſa4c'ſhould be che 

r3pe of Chriſt, and that the Covenant of Grace ſhould bee 

eſtabliſhed and continue in OY 5 yetborh Jfbavaeel = 
| 2 
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l therefbof 4brahams Family were: really raken into Cove- 
Et. nant, untill afterward" by Apoſtaſie they diſcovenanted 
. themſclves.as alſo did Efauafrerward, though he were the 
Sonof 1ſazc,in whoſe family God had promited the Cove- 
| nant ſhould continue. 

Conceftov, * Fifthly and laſtly, rhe priviledges of beleevers nnder this 
laſt and beſt adminiftration of the Covenart of grace, are ma- 
ny wayes inlarged, made more hoxorable, and comfortable, 
thenever they were in the time of the Jews adminiſtrations 
many Scriptures ſpeake of the inlargement of their privi- 
ledges, not ore for the 4/miniſhing,or depreſſing, or extenua- 
zinzof them, that yoke,thar hard and coſtly way of admi- 
niftration, which neither they nor their Fathers wereable 
robeare, is taken off from our ſhoulders, our Covenant is 
laid to be eſtabliſhed upon betrer promiſesthe glory of theirs 
had no glory in reſpet of ovrs, they were under the bon- 
ul. 4.1, &c, dage of Tfants under age,in compariſon of ourfreedom,we 
| aswell as they ate called a holy Nation, a peculiar people, a 
choſen generation, (eparated to him from all other people, to 
whom, as well as rothem, belongs the adoption, tbe Cove- 
nant, the promiſes; we as well as they, injoy him to beour 
Father, and with his deareſt Son our Lord, are made Co- 
' £.---. heires of the Kingdom of glory ; we have all theſe things 
P.c ©: 'withadvantage, not only in the clearnefle of the admini- 


us,thcre is neither male nor female, 
LObjet, (Some indeed goe aboutto ſhew, that in ſome things the 
| Jowsbadgreater priviledges:then wee have, as that Abra- 
ham had the priviledge to.be called the Father of the Faith- 
fell; that Chriſt ſhould bee born of his fleſh, Mary had the privi- 
ledge to berhe Motherof Chriſt, and the whole Nation this 
privikedge,zhar God will call in their ſeed again atter they had 
beenicaſt offfor unbelief many hundred yeers; which privi- 
kdgeslaychey; none of the Gentiles have,orcan have. 


» 
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ftrarion,bur-in ſome ſenſe in greater extent to perſons. with. 
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Anſwer. But theſe things have no weight: We are in» Anſw. 1 


quiring for priviledges which are branches of the Covenant 
of Grace, whichevery man whois in Covenant with God, 
mightexpec from God by vertue of the Covenant,were he 
a Few or a Proſelyte, not for any particular or peculiar favour. 
ro aparticular man,or woman,or family, or tribe: All theſe 
forementioned things, and many other of the like kinde (as 
rhe Miniſtery of the Tabernacle and Temple, to belong to one 
Tribe, the Kingly Office to one Family, ſuch and ſuch men 
never to lack a man of their houſero ſtand before God) pro- 
| ceededindeed from Free: grace, but were no parts of that 
Covenant of grace which God made to Abraham, and all 
his Seed: For could every man in Covenant challenge theſe 
things at Gods hand.and thar by vertue of rhe Covenant > | 
Could every one of them promiſe to himſelfe that Chriſt 
ſhould be born of his fleſh © Or every one of their women 
that ſhe ſhould be the mother of Chriſt? Could every one 
whom God.owned to bein Covenant with him, promiſe 
by vertue of the Covenant,that their children if caſt offby 
»nbeliefe, ſhould after many hundred years be again called 
in 2 We ſpeak only of ſuch priviledges as were uviverſall, 
and copzmon io all who were in Covenant,for which by ver- 
rue of the Covenant they might rclyeupon God, Let any 
man thew our of the Scripture where our priviledges under 
the Goſpel,are cur fhort in any ot #heſeti:iings, and he faith 
ſomewhat; andin particular tor the caſe in hand, concer- 
ning-qur Infants right toithe Covenant -of Grace, andthe 
{eale of it,once we are ſure the Infarit th4/dren. of 'all Cove- 
zanters were Within the Covenant, 'and the ſeale alſo be- 
longed torhem, and by vertue of the Covenant: (which is 
ſtill che ſame): we plcad their-mtereſt in ir::!Let -any-eadn 
ſhew when and where this wasxaken'iaway, where the In- 
fant-children of beleevers were expunged our of the Cowue- 
24rt of grace certainly.whoever: will'goe- about to: de- 
| E 3 prive 
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'-privechem of ic, to cut off ſucha great part of the comfort 
of beleeving varcuts,muſt produce c/eare teſtimonies, before 
they can perſwade beleevers to part with either of them, ci- 


ther their right to the Covenart,ortothe ſeale of the Cove- . 


. nant. | | 

For, firſt, their Infants intereſt in the Covenant, next to 
the glory of God,and the ſalvation of their own ſoules, is 
the greateſt benefit ot the Covenant of grace; eventhis([ 
ſay) ro have their children belong ro: Gods Family and 
Kingdom, and not tothe Devils - Certainly,thegreateſt 
trealure of Parents is their children,and in them the ſalya- 
tionof their foules: Now how uncomfortable a thing were 
this to Parents,ro take away the very ground of their hope, 
for the ſalvation of their children? and I dare affirm ir,thar 
we have no ground of hope for any particular perſon, un- 
till he be brought under the Covenant of Grace, Allthe 
world,as I have fermerly touched,is divided into two king- 
domes,the Kingdom of Chriſt, which is the Church, and 
the' kingdom of Satan, which is the reſt of the Wortd, 
now ſo long asany perſon is viſibly a Hember of the kinzdow 
of Chriſt we have nocauſe to doubt their elefionand ſalva- 
t40n,until they viſibly ſhew the contrary,although we know 
that there are ſome reprobate among them; ſo on the other 
ſide, alchough we know Chrift hath many of his Ele#to 
be gathered our of the Devils kingdom, yet we have no 
caule or ground to hope that any particular perſon is any 
other then areprobate,: being a viſible profeſſed member of 
Satans kingdom,untill hee'give hope tothe contrary: now 
what amoſt uncomfortable abridgement were this of the 
Covenant of Grage, thus apparently to cut off the Seed of 
:Beleewers from their viſible right in the -Church of 
Chift, and to-put:them-in the viſible kingdome of 


And, Secondly; as really unwilling muſt they look to 
| find 
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find Parents, to part with their childrens tight to the Seate 
of the Covenant ; this their right ro the Covenant being 
all the ground of hope that beleeving Parents can have that 
their Infants who die in their Infancy.are faved,rather then 
the Infants of Twrkes, had need bee ſealed, if _ live untill 
they aregrown men, and give other fignes of grace, they 
may conceive good hopes of them, though they were nor 
ſealed witha Sacramenrall ſeale : This therefore is appa-. 
rent, that the cutting off our priviledges 8 comforts in theſe 
rwo were a great abridgment of the priviledges of the new 
Covenant,and would put the Seed of Abrahams faith into a 
farre worſe condition in regard of their poſterity, then the 
Seed of his fleſh were in: And the Jews in A. 2. 39. if 
this DoQrine had been preached to them, might havere- 
plyed unto St, Pezer,when he exhorted themro be baptized 
for their childreus good; Nay, Peter, even therefore we will not 
be baptized, for as yet we are ſure our Children are, in Co- 
venant with God.,and reckoned to his family; bur if we re- 
ceive yournew way, our children muſt be counted to the 
kingdom of the Devill; andio might theyin Coloff.2. when 
Paul told them they need not be circumciſed, becauſe Bap- 
tiſm came in the room of it, they might have replyed, that 
though they need not be circumciſed themſelves, yer they 


would ſtill circumciſe their ch:/drew, becauſe Baptiſm was * 


notto be applyedto them according to theſe mens Do- 
Qrine. | 

Upon theſe five Concluſions, 1. That the Covenant of 
grace is alwaysthe ſame. 2. That the Infants of thoſe in 
Covenant, are always reckoned Coveranters with their 
Parents. 3- That our Baptiſm ſucceeds in the room and 
uſe of their Circumciſion. 4. That by Gods expreffe or- 
der, their Infants wereto be Circumciſed, as it was a ſeale 
of the Covenam. And 5. -that our privitedges for. our 
ſelves and our Children are at leaſt as hogourable,-large, 
and 


OW 
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© andcomfortable astheirs were z The Conclufion follows 
undeniably,thart therefore the Infants of beleeving parents are 
ro bee baptized. _ 
_ Againſt this Argument th2 Anabapriſts objet many 
hngs. They {ay the Covenant was not the ſame; ſome 
of them {ay.,che chitdren of the. Fewes were not under the 
Covenant 1a rejation to ſpirituall things: They fay circumei- 
ſion and baptiſm (ſerved notfor the ſame ends and uſes: They 
ſay Circumciſion was adminiſtred as a Nacionall badge, 
and properly ſealed cemporall bleffings. They ſfay,whatever 
FOyteyges lefants 0: Belcevers had befere Chriſts rimegghey 
have ow none at all; and many ſuch like things: All which 
I have (o fully cleared in this former Diſcourſe, that I ſup- 
pole I ncednot adde any more; the main and-only Obje- 
Fon remaining,which hath any colour of weight in it, is 

TIS. . T%.95 p ; 

"EI There is n0 command, no expreſſe inſtitution, or clear exam- 
| car plein all the New Teſtament of baptiFing of Infants: And in the 
>mmandand adminiſtration of Sacraments, we are not to be led by our 
xawple, Oownreaſon, or grounds of ſ{ceming. probabiliry, but by the 
| expreſle order of Chriſt,and no otherwile. 
 Auſw. Tt by inſtitution, command and example, they mean 
_— an expreſſe ſyllabicall command, & c. I grant that in ſo many 
mmandor WOTdSit iS nOt tound in the New Teftament, no expreſſe com- 
kample, mandin the New Teſtament, that they ſhould be baptized 
3 no expreſſe example where Children were baptized ;. bur1 
alſo adde, thar I deny the conſequence, that if i ſo many 
words it be not. commanded in the New Teſtament,it ought 
not to be done,this is not true divinity, that Chriſtians are 
not tyed to obſerve that, which is not expreſly and in ſo 
many. words ſet down in the New Teſtament ; :'there is 
noexpreſle reviving ofthe Laws concerning the. forbidden 
degrees of maria ge in the New-Teſtament, except of not 


Vhich is not 


& 


" havinga mans fathers Wife, 1 Cor. 8. no expreſſe-Law'a- 


gainſt | 
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painſt Polygamy,no exprefle commiind forthe cdebration' | 
ofa weekly Sabbath;are therfore Chriſtians free ih al theſe 

caſes? Yea, in the Point of Sacraments there is no expreſſe 
command, no example in all the New: Teſtament, where 
Women received the Sacrament of rhe Lords Supper 
thete is no expreſſe command tharthe children of Beleewers 

| when they aregrown, thould bee i»ſfruZed and baptized, . 

though inſtructed by their Parents ;. exprefle command 

there: is,that they ſhould reach the Heathen and the Fewes 

and make them Diſciples, and then baptize them, bur no 

command that the children of thoſe that are Beleevers 

ſhould beraught and baptized when they are grown men; 

nor any example where ever that was done ;, will any man 

| therefore {apthat chriſtian women are not tobe partakers of 

the Lords Supper, nor the children of beleevers when grown 

| men bebapriFed? I think none will be fo abſurd as to affirm 

ir. If it be{aid,rhough theſe things be not expreſly and i» ter- 

mini inthe New Teſtament, yet they are there vertwally; y..y, god 

and by:undeniabie conſequence : I conteſleit is true, ſo have conſequence} 

| wewtrtually,and by undeniable conſequence lufficient evidence hve + ogy 
forthe baptizing of children, both commands and examples ;'Both inthe | 

For. firſt, we have Gods command to Abraham, as he was the'<ommand'gie 

Father ofall Covenanters, that hee ſhould ſeale his children no 

| with the fealcof the Covenant. Now this truth all our Di-*cheth us, ; 

vines defend againſt the Papiſts, thar af Gods commands' | 

and inſtitutions about the Sacraments of rhe Fews, binde #5 

as much as they did them in all things which belong to 

+ the ſabſtaxce of the Covenant, and were riot accidental 

| unto them: as becauſecircumciſion is called a ſeale of the 

Covenanr, therefore our Sacraments are ſeales of the Cove-' 
zant :. becauſe circumciſion might be adminiſtred but once 
being the /eale of initiation ; therefore baptiſm being al-' 
ſothe ſcale of initiation, is alſo ro be adminiſtred but once. 
Burithatcirenmciſion was to be - miniſtred upon the _— 
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day oncly,was an-accidemall thing, and therefore bindes not 
us, the Jewith Paſſeover being to be yearly repeated, bindes 
us to have a repetition of the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, 
which came in roome of it, becauſe this belongs to the ſub« 
ſtance of the Covenant, both of them being Sacraments 
for ſpirituall nouriſhment, growth and continuance in the Co- 


venant ; (asthe other was for birth and entrance) but thar 


their Paſſeover was to be eaten in an* Evening, and upon - 


one ſet Evening inthe yeare, was 46cidentall,and fo binds nor 
us.. Thelike inſtance I give in our Chr:ſtian Sabbath: the 
fourth Commandement binds #s for_the ſubſtance of it as 
much asever it bound the Fewes ; There God once for all 
ſeparated one day of ſevento be ſacred to himſclfe, and all 
the world ſtood bound in all ages to give unto God that one 
day of ſeven,which ſhould be of his own choofing. Now 
wntill Chriſts time, God choſe the aff day of the ſeven to be 
his Sabbath, and having by the death and reſurredion of 
our Lord Jeſus,put anend to the Saturday Sabbath,and ſur- 
rogated the firſt day of the week inſtead thereof to be the 
Lords day, we needno yew Commandment for the keep- 
ing ofthe Lords day, being tyed by the fourth Command- 
ment to keep that day of ſeven which the Lord ſhould 
chooſe,the Lord having choſen ths, the fourth Command- 
ment binds us to #h4,as it did rhe Fews ro the former: ſo in: 
the like manner,[ ſay,in the Sacrameart of Baptiſm, 
When God made the Covenant with _Abrahaw, and: 
promiſed for his part to be the God of him and his ſeed, 
what God promiſed to: Abraham, we claime' our part in 
it, .as the children.of Abraham, and what God required 
on Abrahams part for the ſubſtance of obedience, we all ſtand 
charged with, as well as Abraham; wee as Abraharm are 
tyed tabelegve, toloverhe Lord withalliour heart, to have 
our heart circumciſed, to walk before Godin uprightneſle, 
to inſtruct our Children, and bring them up for yo 
WE all 


 # 
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and not for our ſelves, nor for the Devill, ro teack them 
to-worſhip God according to his revealed will, to train 
them up under the Ordinances and inſtitutions of Gods 
own appointment: All theſe things Gods Command to 
Abraham charges upon «ll the Children of the Covenant, 
rhough there were no expreſſe reviving theſe Commands in 
any partot the New Teſtament, and therefore conſequently 
that command of God to Abraham which bound his ſeed of 
the Fews, totrain up their children in that manner of wor- 
ſhip which was then 1n force,binds the ſeed of Abraham, now 
totrain up their children in conformity to ſuch Ordinances 
25 ow Are in force. | 
And the ſame command which injoyned 4braham to 
zale his children wich the ſealeof the Covenant,injoynes ws 
as ſtrongly toſeale owrs with the ſca/e of the Covenant, and 
that command of God which expreſſely bound Abrehamto 
ſcale his with the ſign of Circumciſion, which was the Sacra- 
ment then in force, pro tempore, doth wertnally binde us to 
ſeale ours with the {ign of Baptiſm,which is the Sacrament 
zow'in force,and ſucceeds inthe room of the other by his 


ownappointment. 
There is one command by c/zare conſequence, anorher , .. 


ou ſhall finde, at. 28. where our Saviour bids them Goe yr pn wr 
and teach all Nations, Baptizing them in the Name of the Fa- and explaine 
ther, andof the Sonne, and of the Holy Ghoſt: Where you 
have two things - Firſt, What they wereto, doe, Secondly 
To whom they were to deeit. They were to preach and teac 
all things which hee had commandedthem, that is, they were 
to preach the whole Gofpel, Mark. 16.' 15, The whole 
Covenant of Grace, containing all the promiſes,whereof 
this is one, viz. That God will bee the God of beleevers and of 
their ſtd, that the ſeed of beleevers are taken into Covenant 
with their Parents.This is a partof the Goſpel preached untg 
Abrahams, and they were to Baptize them, that is, to ad- 
ed 'F3 miniſter 
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minil r baptiſm as a Seale of the Covenant to all who re- 


ceived the Covenant. Secondly, wee - have: rhe perſons to 
whomtbey were to docthis,all Nations, whereas before the 
Church was tyed to'oxe Nation, oze Nation onely were 
Diſciples, now their Commiſſion was extended to make 
sf/ Nations Diſciples, every Nation which ſhould receive 
the Faith,ſhould bee ro him now, as the peculiar Nation 
of the Fewes had been in time paſt, In a word, Nations 
here are oppoſed torhe oxe Nation before, Now we know 
when that o7e Nation of the Fewes were made Diſciples; 
and circumciſed, their Infants were made Diſciples,(made 
to belong ro Gods Schoole) and circumciſed with them, 
when that Nation was made Diſciples in Abrahams 
loynes, and circumciſed , their ſzed alio was the ſame 
when that Nation was taken out of Egypt, and a#pally 
made Diſciples, their children were alſo with them, and 
wee know that in every Nation the Ch/ldren make a great 
parc of the Nation, and are alwayes included under every 
adfniniſtration to the Nation, whether promiſes or 
threatnings, priviledges or burthens,: Mercies or Judge- 
ments, unleſle they bee excepted; ſo are they in Cities, 
in Families,it being the way ot the Scripture,when ſpeaking 


indefinitely ofa People, Nation, City, or Family, to bee 


either ſaved or damned, to receive mercies orpuniſhments, 
exprellyto except 1yfants when they -are, to'be excepted, 
as wee ſeeinthe judgement that betell 1/ra-Lin the Wilder- 
nefle, when all that rebellious Company that came out of 
Egypt, was to periſh by Gods righteous doom, /their little 
ones.were expretly excepted, Numby.x4. 31: and inthe. 


Covenant aFuallyentred into by the, body of-the Nation, 
Ah.10.it is expreſly limited rothem who had knowledge ; 


and underſtanding. And the Diſciples who received this 
Fommuion knew. well, that in all Gods former admini- 


- © 
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rations... when any' Parents; were made Diſciples, their. 
W3 | children 
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.  Proſelytes were, when. they; were made Dilciples::and be- 


4r upon Infants of thoſe who were in Covenantwith/God, 


6hildren-were taken in with them to 'appentainerotherſdme 
{choole,: And thereforeit behbovudd: the Lordaoitgiverhem 
acantion for'the leaving-out of Hnfants in chismew: nemini- 
ſtration, that they might know his minde; had Re intended 
to have them left out, which that ever he-did'ih-word- or 
deed,cannot be fqund in the Saiptmes; {4 1 0 1 -2 

If itbe faid;they cn capeigs being-Difciples: 1) O5je8., 


Lanſwerzeven as capable as the Infarity ofthe Jews; and 49”: 


ſide, they are devored ta-be:Difciples, being'to be trained 
up by the Parents, who are from: thewinfancy roreach rhem 
the knowledge of Chriſt; andat.the preſent, theyiare'ca- 
pable of his owe teaching : and ſure Tam; in Chrifts own 
-diale&,to belong to Chriſt, andro be a Dſczple of Chriſt,or ro Marth, 10.4 
bear the name of Chriſt ;jisall one; and: chart fach Infants doe neat 1 
belong to Chriſtand'beare the name of@hriſt)E have ſuffi ; 
ciently provedalready. * (0118 1500207 OY 
. AndIdefireit may be ſeriouſly weighed wherher that ex- 
preſſion, AF.10.15, Now therefore why tempt ye God to 
put a yoke upon the necks of the Dſciples,do not.neceſſitare 
us,to give the name of Dzſciples ts Infants,as wel asto gravy 
men:;tor I reaſonthus, All they upon whoſe necks thole falſe 
Teachers would have put the yoke of circumcifion are cal- 
led Diſciples,& to be called Diſciples: bur. chey would have 
put the yoke of circumcifion.upan Zfants; as well as vrowy 
men: therfore Infants as welt as grownmen are-talled Diſ- 
Ciples and robe called fo. The major is undeniable;the mizor 
Iprovethus: They who prefled circumciſion to bein force, 
according to the manner of Moſes Law, and would put it upon 
their necks after the manner of Moſes bus Laws they'woutd pur 


as well as upon the necks of thoſe who were grown men, 

for {o Moſes Law required: bur theſe falſe £ rs.ipreſled 

circumciſfion'to-be ſo-in force, as is apparent» A#iigvs ju 
F 3 Ano» 
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2: Anather command: by: good conſequence- for the bapti- 
g;ofinfants,gbuthabblinds in tharforementioned place 
wvheterthe Apoſticexhonedithenvio-repent8&be baptized, 
8c. Beoanſe theipramiſe wits made to them and to their children, 
which;as:T ſtewed you, clearely proves'that the Children 
of ſuch who beleeveand.are baptized;are raken into Co- 


venant;and thereforeby;godod'confequence they alfo are to 


receive.the ſcale of 'the' Covenant. The Text not onely 
ſhewing that.chey are within the Covenant, bur alſo thar a 
right to Baptiſme is a conſequence of being within the Cove- 
nant.: Thus for: Commands: for Examples.though rhere 
ſhould benone,:there is nogrear argument in ir, when the 
xule is ſo plain, yet we have examples enough, by good con- 
ſequence, for you'thall finde the Goſpel rook place, juſt as 


the oldadminiſtration,by bringing id'whole families together; 


when Abraham wiss takerin, his whole Family-was taken in 
with him ; whenany of the Gentiles turned Proſelytes, or- 
dinarily their Familes came in with them : ſo inthis new 
Adminiſtration, »ſ»ally .if the Maſter of the Houſe turned 
Chriſtian,his whole farzly came in and were baptized with 
him The whole houfehold of Corzelius,che firſt converted 
Gentile, A&.11.14.the houſchold of Stephanus, rhe houſe- 
hold of Ariftobulus ; the houſchold.of Narciſſus, the houſe- 
hold of Lydia, the houſehold of the Gaoler;theſe are exam- 
ples not to be contemned.  . 7 
And whereas {ome objeR againſt this Argument, taken 
from whole Families, that the argument is ar leaſt as ſtrong 
ro prove that the. Jewiſh Infanrs did eat che Paſſcover, be- 
cauſe nat only {everaH Families.might, bur did, and that-by 
Gods appointment;eat the Pafſeover. . 
LAnfſwer, by denying the conſeq..ence, the argument is 
not ſo ſtrong,forthe one as for the other, becauſe: no other 
Scripture ſhews that the Paſſeover doth belong to Infanes ; 
but we have other plain Scriptures proving« that Baptiſme 
i 1$ 
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fants, dp receive the inward grace, as well as grown men, is 2s 


ll re of the Bupteng of Tafnts, 
is intheropm of /Cirgumeaifion,! which belbags therefore 
to. Infants,as:well as grow men: jifany can inftance of any 
families of Gentiles who were Sncnciled; the conſequence 
were good, Therefore Infantswere,tf there: were any Infants, 
becauſe other Scriptores ſhew:-rliat! crrcumcifion belongs to . 
Infants aswell as grown men;bur in this caſerhe argament 
is not good, > TY TH 
So much for my firſt and main Argument, they are fede- 
rati.and.therefore mult be fgnats, rheyare undevthe Cove- 
nant of Grateand therefore are ta befigned: with rhe ſeale 


= 


ef admittanceinto the Covenant. | 
The ſecond Argument,to whom the inward grace of Bap- 2 Argume 
tiſm doth belong,to.them belongs the outward ſien,theyought 
tro haye the ſigne, who have the thingfexhedy-chorudhrbly 
part of the Sacrament muſt;be granted to! chem who: have 
the heavenly part: but the Infants of beleevers; even while 
they are Infants are made partakers of the inward Grace of 
Baptiſme, of the bg&veply and, ſpiricuall padt;ras-welltas 
grown men - theratgytthey may,and ought ro:reveive the 
ourward fign of Baptiſm, ie dd en 
The major Propoſition, thatthey who are made'parthkers of 
the inward grace, may not bee debarred of the ontward ſign,' is 
undeniable, its Peters argument; Aft. 10: Car any mh for- 
bid water that theſe ſhould not bee buptiFed, who have yecejived 
the Holy Ghoſt as well as wee? and again,” AdF. 11. For as much 
45 God gave them thelike gifts as hee did unto us, what was I 
that Icould withſtand God? And this is ſo clear,that the moſt 
learned ofthe Anabapriſts doe readily gram, thar-if they 
knew any Infantsto have received the inward 'grace, they 
durſt not deny them the outward ſign, and thar\ the parti- 
cular Infants, whom Chrifttook up in his Armes and bleſ- 
{ed, mighr have been baprized. And for the. aflumprion or 
minor, That the Infants: of Beleevers, even while: they ave' In- 


AQs1O, 47» 
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Mark.10, 


AR plain, 
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plainez. notanſyby'rhit; ſpeectoFithe Apoſtie;who ſaith; 
they are -boly, butour Saviour faith exprelſely,- Mark. 10. 
That yo ſec lnbelangsothe kinedemiof God, 'as well'as to grown 
mien: Andiwrhereas ſome would evade it, by-faying that the 
FFext faith not;' 20 them: belongs the- Kingdom '6f God, bur 
of ſuch 15 the: Kingdome' of Heaven, (mgm? of- ſuch like, 
thatis, ſuchasare graced with ſuch like qualities, whoare 
hunshleand meek, as children are; and:that Luk, 18, is pa- 
rall:l] ro his, inthempeaninz.of it, Whoſocver Aothi wot recerue 
the:Kingdome: of Heaven ws alittle h:tdt hc ſhall no antes 
thereip. ORC VC) SEE: 137 475 

- BurFanfwer,chonghir be true that in 8fher places this is 
ove;uie that:Cliwtmakes of an»Intants agei/and condition, 
£0 ſbew that kuchagtepeive che Kingdom of Havin; muſt 
bequalifyed1with Humility , 48&. ike chitdren:; yer 
herext cannotbe his meaning, becauſe his arvamentis, ſuffer 
#hem to come 46 mee' and forbid them not, \ becauſe of ſuch is the 
:K1ygaome of 160d, that is,my>Chureaad Kingdomisanade 
up: of thelr as wellaus oforhers, - Nifglnas the very. cault 
why the Diſciples rebuked thoſe who brought the children 
tTo:Chriſt, becauſe.they. were / tle, not fir to bee inſirutled, 


*,. And theretarenot fic chat Chriſt ſhould: berroubled* abour 


them ;_ this ©brift rebukes in they; -- ahdtelsrhem that the 
littleneſſe of thildren.$ is noargument Why they ſhould-be 
kept from him : Syffer then, faid he,tocome; ant forbid then 
not, for of ſuch is the” Kingdome of 601: and what kinde of 
argument had this been,: if the Texr ſhovld be interpreted 
aS theſe:men would have ir, . Suffer little children-to come unto 
2, that I may orch thens, take them up iy. mine armes; pit 
my hands upon them, and bleſſe them, becauſe the Kingdom 
of God belongs rothem, who: have ſuch like qualitizs, who 
reſemble children in ſomeſele& propernes ?'By the very 
ſame ground,ifany.ha$ brought doves, and ſheepe ro Chriſt, 
© tO pat his bands npon them, andbleſſe them, the Diſciples had 
| | been 


- 
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been liable to the ſame reproofe, becauſe of ſuch is the King- 
dom of God,ſuch as are partakers of the Kingdom of God, 
muſt be indued with ſuch like properties. | 
Beftde, what one thing can be named belonging to the Mat 3. _ 
initiation, and being of a Chriſtian, whereof Baptiſmeis a 641.327 
ſeale, which 1zfants are not capable of,as well as grown men? Tims 3.5. 
they are capable of receiving the Holy Ghoſt, of union with Mark-ToÞs 
Chriſt,of adoprion,of forgiveneſſe of ſins, of regeneration, of 
everlaſting life, all which things are fignityed and ſealed in 
the Sacrament of baptiſm:and it is further confiderable that 
in the working of that inward grace,of whichbaptiſm is the 
Ggn and ſeal,all who partake of thar grace,are bur meere pa- 
tients,and contribute no more to it, then a childe doth to irs 
own bepetting,and therefore Infants as fit Subjedts to have 
it wrought in themas grown men,and the moſt grown men 
areinno more fitneſle to receive this grace when it is given 
them, in jreſpect either of any faith or repentance, which 
they yet have,thena very little childe, it being the primary 
intention ofthe Covenant of Grace,in its firſt work,to ſhew 
what Free Grace can and will do to miſerable nothing, to 
cut miſerable man off from the wilde Olive, and graffe him 
into the true Olive, to take away the heart of ſtone, to create in 
_ them 4 heart of fleſh, to forgive their iniquities, to love them 
_ freely, whar doth the moſt grown man in any of theſe,more 
then an Infant may do © being only paſive im them all ; and 
of this firſt grace is the Sacrament of baptiſm properly aleal: 
and whoever will deny, that 7zfants are capable of theſe 
rhingsas well as grown men; muſt deny that any Infants dy- 
ing intheir Infancy are ſaved by Chriſt. 
Againſtthis argument ſeverallthings are objeted:which 
I ſhall indevour ro remove out of the way. 
Firſt, It is ſaid, that alchough Infants are capable of 0#j 
rheſe things, and rhey no doubr are by Chriſt wrought in 
many Infants, yet may not we _— them, beca a AC- 
cor 
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Objett.2, 
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cording to the Scriprure patteri, burh of Chriſts command, 
Hat. 23.in his inſtitution of Baptiſin, where this was in- 
joyned.; and Fohn the Bapriſt, Chriſts Ditciples, and Apo- 
ſtles, They alwayes taught and made them Diſciples by 
reaching, before they baptized any. 
 Tanſwer, Firſt,that of Matth. 28. is not the in/{iturion of 
Baprtiſm,it was inſtituted long betore, to be the Seale of the 
Covenant; it is only an inlargement of their Commiſſion, 
whereas before they were togoe ozely 10 the loſt ſheepe of the 
houſe of 1ſrael,now they were to gounto allthe world, And be- 
fide, it is 0 where ſaid, that none were baptiFed, but ſuch as 
were firſt taught, and what reaſon wee have to beleeve the 
contrary,you have before ſeen. | | 
Secondly, Ir is ſaid indeed, that they taught: and baptiz- 
ed, and no cxpreſle mention made of any other : but the 
reaſon is plain, there was anew Church to be conſtitured, 
all che Jews who ſhould receive Chriſt, were- to come un= 
der another adminiſtration, and their Infants were to come in 
only i» their right, and the Heathen Nations who wereto 
be converted to Chriſt, were yet wholly wichout the Co- 
venant of Grace, and their children could have no right 
untill chemſclves were brought in; and therefore no mar- 
valle, though borh Foh», and Chriſts Diſciples, and Apo- 
{tles, did reach before they baptized, becauſe ther no other 
were capable of daptiſm : bur when once themſelves were 
inſtructed and baprized, ther their children were capable of 
it, by verrue of the Covenant. Itany in the J-with Church 
had received Commiſſion, to go and:make other Cities, 
Proſelytestorhem, their Commiſhon muſt have' run thus, 
Go teach and circumciſe, would it therefore have followed, 
that none might bee circumciſed, but 1ſuch as were firſt 
taught e | | "4 | 
Batit is ex reſly ſaid, That hee that beleeves and is bapti;- 
ed, ſhall bee y Al ; Faith in Chriſt is the Condition, upon 
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which men may be baprized : and this is the moſt common 
objection among the Anabaptiſts : Unbeleevers may net bee 
baptized, ch laren are nnbeleevers, therefore they may not bee 
baptized. We have,fay they, cleare evidence,that Faith is 
a condition required inthofe that are to be baptized, no e- 
| vidence of ay other condition that makes them capable of 
Baptiſm. Others of :hem adde, that under an athrmative 
| command, the negative is to bee included, beleeving is the 
| 4 aftirmative,unbeleeving is the negative,therefore where be- 
leevers are commanded to bee baptized, unbeleevers are 
| forbidden to be baptized - this objetion they much glory 
| in,and ſome of them dareail the world to an{wer it. 
| I Anſwer firſt, bur ifthis argument have any ſtrength at 
| all againſt che Baprizing of Infants, it hath much more 
ſtrengrh againſt the ſalvation of Infants, ir is ſaid exprefly 
he thar beleeveth and is baptiFed,ſhall be ſword , but he that be- 
leeveth not, fhallbee damyea: there ye have both the negs- 
tive and affirmative ſer down; Hee that beleeves ſhall 
bee ſaved,. hee that beleeves not ſhall bee damned ; now 
I frame their own Argument thus, againſt the ſalvation 
of Infants, All uabelcewers ſhall bee damned, all Infants are un- 
beleevers, therefore they ſhall bee damned, now look at what 
doore they will goe out, for the ſalvation of infants. art the 
ſame will we go our, forthe baprizizz of infants; how ever 
rhey will evade the oze,we (hall much more ſtrongs.y evade 
rhe other, if they ſay this Text is meint of grown men, of 
theway which God takes for the ſalvation of grown men; 
| Tsfantsare ſaved another way, upon other conditions ; "the 
ſame ſay we of infants baptiſm,the Text means ofthe con- 
dition of baptizing of grown men,infants are baptized up- 
on other conditions; if they ſay, infants chough they can- 
not have 4Zxall Faith,they may have wirtnall Faith, Faith 
inthe ſeed ard rote , the ſame ſay we; if they ſay, though 
Infants have nor Faith, yer ww may have that which is 
5: 2 ANa- 
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Anslogows to faith, the ſame ſay we, they have fomwhar 
which hath 4zalogte to faith,and as effeuall ro make them 
capable of baptiſm,as of ſalvation. 

Secondly, | anſwer, it i« m0 where ſaid unbeleevers, (or 
rather Non-beleevers it ſhould be ſaid) may not bee baptized , 
it is ſaid indeed, Hee that beleeveth and i baptiFed, ſhall bee 
ſaved, and it is ſaid, That he that beleeveth with all his heart, 
may be baptized; itisno where ſaid, that he that beleeverh 
n0t,nay not be baptiFed: Therefore I deny the conſequence, 
ifall be/cevers muſt be baptized,then no #»belcevers, or n0y- 
beleevers may be baptized; theſe rwoare not here intended 
by way of oppoſition, Chriſt excludes Infants neither from 
baptiſm,nor from ſalvation for want of Faith , bur poſitive 
"onthe" ſuch as refuſe the Goſpel he excludes from 
both: The ſtone upon which theſe men ſtumble, is the 
ignorance inthe oppoſition in the Scripture they bring, 
which is not between Beleevers, and their Children, but 
between them, and wnbeleeving and profane perſons, who 
are (hut from the Lords Covenant, Baptiſm, and Salva- 
$101, 

But ſuppoſe they are capable of the inward grace of bap- 
tiſme, and that God doth effeFually work it in ſome of the 
Infants of beleewvers, is thar tufficient warrant for us to bap- 
tize all the Infants of Beleewers? It we knew in what Infants 
the Lord did work th#, we might baptize toe Infants, ſay 


ſome of them, but that he doth not make known to us, we 


cannot know of any oze Infant by any ordinary way of 
knowledge,that they are inwardly baptized with the Holy 
Ghoſt;and therefore we may not baptize any of them. bur 
wait to [ce when and in whom God will work the thing fe- 
nifzed.and then apply the ſign ro them. 

' Anſwer. Our knowledge that God hath effeQuall 
wrought the thing ſignifyed,is not the cond;t/on upon which 
we .areto apply the figne, God no where requires _ _= 

AS, O d 
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ſhould know that they ate inwardly and certainly conver- 
ted, whom we admit tothe Sacrament of Baptiſm; the A- 
poftles themſelves were not required ro know this of thoſe 
whom they baptized,it they were, they ſinned in baptizing 
Simon Magus, Alex ander, Hymenaus, Ananias and Saphira, 
with others: we arc indeed required to know thatthey have 
in them that condition which muſt warrant us to adminifter 
the [ign,not that which makes them poſſeſt of the thing fienifi- 
ed, fallible conjeftures arenotto be our rule in adminiſtring 
of Sacraments,either to Infants or grown men, bur a k»own 
rule of the word, out of which rule we muſt be able ro make 
up ſucha judgement, that our adminiſtration may be-of 


faith, as well as out of charity : In baptizing of grown 


men, the Apoſtles and Miniſters of Chriſt adminiſtred the 
figne, not becaulc they conjefnred rhat the parties were ix- 
wardly ſanQifyed, but becauſe they made thar profeſſion of 
faith and holineſfe of whichthey were ſare, that whoever 
had thething intruth, were received by Chriſt into 7nwaerd 
Communion with himſelf, and that whoever zh#s made ig, 
that Chriſt would have them received into the communion 
of his Church,though poflibly for want of theinwardwork 
they were never received into the 7zward communion with 
Jeſus Chriſt:indeed when ſuch a confeſſion was made,chri- 
ſian charity which always hopeth the beſt, and thinketh no 
evill, bound them to receive them, and think of them, and 
converſe with them,as with men in whom the inward work 
was wrought, untill they gave fignes to the contrary , but 
this their charity , or charitable conjeure was not the 


ground of their admitting them to the Ordinance, but the 


profeſſion and confeſſion of the party, made according ro 


the Word, which they were bound to reſt in, yea, Igreat- 


ly queſtion,wherther in caſe Petey or Pas! could by the ſpirit 
of revelation have known that Ananiz or Alexander would 
have proved no better then hypocrites, whether they either 

G 3 would 
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r- 2 .would,or ought-to have refuſed them from Bapriſm, whilſt 
_ - they made that publike profeſion and confeſSion, upon which 


others were admitted who inthe event proved no betrer 
then thoſe were.. So that I conclude : nor our kzowledge of 
their, award Sani#ification, iS requiſite tothe admitting of 
any to baptiſm, but our knowledve of the will of Chriſt, thar 
ſuch whoar: in ſuchrand {uch-condition, ſhould by us be 
received into the communion of rhe Church:and inthis the 
rule to dire our knowledge, isas plain for Infants, as for 
grown m1, the rule having been always ths,” That grown 
men, why were ſtrangers f. om the Covenant of God; Unbelee- 
vers, Pagans, Heathens, ſhould upon their being inſtrufed, 
and: upon profeſ$10n of their Faith, and promiſe to walk accor- 
ding .ts the. rule of the Covenant, be received and added 
rothe Church, and made partikers ofthe ſeale of theiren- 
trance;-and their Infants to come in with them, both ſorts 
upon their admiffion to be charitably hoped of, unti!l they 
give ſignes to the contrary, charity being bound from 
thinking of evill of them, not tyed to conclude certainly 
ofany of.rhem.becauſe they ought to know thart inall ages, 
all are not Iſrael who are of Iſrael, and that many are called,but 
few are choſen, 

Bur all whoenter into Covenant, and receive the ſeale-of 
the Covenant, muſt #ipulate tor their parts, as well as God 
doth for hs, they muſt zzdext wich God to perform the 
beleevers part of the Covenant, as well as God doth to 
perform hs part, aseven this Text, 1 Pet. 3. requires, That 
Baptiſm which ſaves us muſt have the 4,ſwer of 4 good con- 
ſcrence to-God : now although it be granted, that Intants 

are capable of receiving the firſt grace, it God be pleaſed 
rowork ic in them, yet what anſwer of a good conſcience 
canthere be from Infants unto God ?. they having nor the 
uſeof Reaſon,” and not knowing what the Covenant 
meahs'p: «op pps 

| Anſw. 
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Anſw., The l:tants of che Zews were as muchtyed as rhe” Anſw. * 
Infants of beleewers under the Guipe), every one who was 
circumciſed was 6014 to kcep the Law,Gal.5. and thele men 
profefle that 1/rael:tiſh Infants were within the old Covenant, 
when yet they knew not what ir meant, nor could haverhe 
ſame ule of it with their Parents and others of diſcretion. 

Lock whar anſwer they will make for the Few: intants, if 
rue, will abundantly farisfie for the Infants ot beleevers un- 
der the Goſpel. 771 

Secondly, God ſcales to them preſently, their name is 
put into the4eed, and when they come to years of diſcreti- 
on,to be adulti,then in their own perſons they ſtand obliged 
to the performance of it, in the mean time Feſws.Chrift, tieb.7.a2. 
who js the ſurety of the Covenant, and the furety:of all the 
Covenanters, 1s pleaſed to be rheir ſurety ; we know when 
{everall parties ſtand obliged in the fame bond, they may 
ſeale ar ſeveralltimes, and yer bein force afterward toge- 
ther; or even achilde icaling in infancy, may 42n/ze and 7e- 
cogniFe thaticaling,when they come to years of diſcretion z 
if then; they will renounce it, as done when they under- 
ſtoodnor,they may free themſelves. if they-pleale, if they 
finde the former act an inconvenience or burdento them: {0 
is it here, God of his infinite mercy is pleaſed ro {ealerto; In- 
tants while they are ſuch, and accepts ot fuch a'feate on 
their parts, as they are able ro give-1n-their Infant age, ex+ 
petting a further ratification on their part, when they are 
come;to.riper years, in the mean time affordingitagm the 
fayqur and: priviledge of; being in Covenant wirh:hinrof 
being reckoned unto his kingdom and family,  tacner then 
of the Devils; 1h-when they are grown men they refulata 
ſtand ro this Covenanr,there isno hurt dunc.on:Gaods.part, 

letchem {ſerve another. God;:and: take! that lorijarmumneto 
Come. 5444 ITRTIN - 73 IK! «11 Wh, "moto av in 215 &\F = d 
But what benefit comes to children. by! /ach kinde of ſeas 0bjef. 54 
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ling as this is ? it ſeems then (ſay they) by your own con- 


feffion, that this is but a conditionall ſealing on Gods part, 
vi that they own it,and ratifie it when they come to age, 
and if they chen refuſe to ſtand to it, all is chen nullifyed, 
were it not therefore better to deferir to their years of di{- 
cretion,ro ſee whether they will the» make it their own vo- 
luntary aR,yea, orno ? 

Anſw. r. This objection lay as ſtrongly againſt Gods 
wiſdome in requiring the Fewes Infants, even in their In- 
fancy thus to tcale; and therefore argues no great wil- 
dom or modeſty in men,who would thus reaſon with God 
about his adminiſtrations. 2. God hath other ends and uſes 
of applying the ſeale of the Covenant to them who are in 
Covenant with bim, then their preſent gain, it's a Homage, 
Worſhip, and Hozour to himſelf, and it behoves us even in 
chat reſpe&,:o fulfill all righteouſneſſe : when Chriſt was bap- 
ized and circumciſed, he was unfic forthe Ordinance, 
chrough his perfection, as Children through their im- 
I, being as much above chems,as Children are below 
them, 

2. I Anſwer ; The benefir and fruic of it at the preſent is 
very much, both co the Parents and to the children, to the 
Parents firſt, whilſt God doth hereby honour them to have 
their children counted to his Church, to his Kingdom, and 
Family,to be under his wing and grace,whileſt all the other 
Infants in the world have their viſible ſtanding under the 
Prince, and inthe dingamge cocker ng conſequently 
whileſt others have no hope ofcheir childrens ſpiritual wel- 
fare, untill they be called out of that condition, theſe need 
net haveany doubt of their childrens welfare, if they dye 
in their i»f«xcy, nor if they live untill they ſhew ſignes to 
the contrary : God having both reckoxed them unto bs peo- 


ple, and given them all the meanes of ſalvation, which an 1n- 


fants age is capable of. 


Second- 
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Secondly, here is much priviledgeand benefit tothe chil- 
dren,when as (befide what inward ſecret work God is plea- 
ſedto work in them) they being Members of the Church 
of Chriſt have their ſhare in the Communion of Saints, are 
remembred at the throne of Grace, every day by thoſe that 
pray for the welfare of the Church,and particularly in thoſe 
prayers which are made for his blefſing upon his Ordinan- 
CES. 

Andlaſtly,it's no ſmall priviledgeto have that Seale be- 
ſtowed uponthe intheir 1»farcy,which rhey may afterwards 
plead when they are growz and come to fulfill the condition, 

But if cheir being capable of the ſpiricuall parr,muſt in- 
title them to rhe outward ſign, why then doe we nor alſo 
admir them to the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, which 
i5 the ſeal of the Coverarnt of Grace,as well as the Sacrament 
of Baptilm ? And chis is urged the rather,becauſe(ſay they) 
the Infants of the Fewes did eate of the Paſſeover, as well as 
were circumciſed; now it our Infants have every way as 
largea priviledge as the 7»fants of the Fews had, then can 
wee not deny them the ſame priviledge which their Infants 
bad.and conſequently they muſt partake of the one Sacra- 
ment,as well as the orher. 

L anſwer, that Infants are capable of the grace of Bap- 
tiſme , weare ſure, not ſure that they are capaple of the 
grace ſigned and ſealed in the Sacrament of the Lords Syp- 
per: for though both of them are ſeales of the New Cove- 
nant, yet it is with ſome difference, Baptiſme properly 
ſeales the entrance intoit, the Lords Supper, properly the 
growth, nouriſhment and augmentation of it ; Baptiſm for our 
birth, the Lords Supper for our food, now Infants may 
bee bern again while they are Infants, have their Original 
' ſin pardoned, bee «ited to Chriſt, have his Image ſtampt 
upon them, but concerning the exerciſe of thele graces and 
the augmentation of them in Infants, while they are Infants, 
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A Sermon of the Bapti7ing of Infants. 
rhe Scripture isaltogether ſilent, and for what is ſaid con- 
£erning the Infants of the Fewes eating the Paſſcover, to 
which our Sacrament of che Lords Supper doth ſucceed, 
there is no fuch thing mentioned in all the Book of God, 
it is aid indeed that the ſeverall families were to cate their 
Lambe, if the houſehold were not roo little for ir, andthar 
when their children ſhould ask them whar that ſervice 
meant,they thould inſtrut rhem about rhe meaning of it, 
but no word injoynivg , nor any example witneſling,. that 
their little children drd eat of it. If they ſay(as ſome of them 
doe) thart thoſe little ones, who were able to exquire concer- 
ning the meaning of that ſervice, and capable to receive in- 
ſtruction about ir, did eat of the Paſſeover with their Pa- 
rents ; Ianſwer,(alchough the Scripture ſpeaks nothing of 
their eating, yet if that be granted) it is no prejudice to us, 
becauſe the Goſpel prohibites nor ſ#cb yong ones from the 
Lords Supper, who are able 0 examine themſelves, aud dif- 
cerne the Lords Body, 

Thus have Taccording to my poor ability made good this 
{ſecond argument alſo,and vindicated it from all objections 
ofany weight which I have mer withall ro the contrary, ir 
remains that I winde up all,with a briete Application, 

And firſt it ſerves for juſt reproofe of the Anabapriſts, 
and all ſuch as by theirraſh and bloody ſentence condemn 
Infants, as our of the ſtate of Grace; it's a great ſinne to 
paſle ſentence upon any particular perſon for any one ac, 
as was that of El;, concerning Hanzah, how much more 
heinous is it to condemne all the Infants of the whole 
Churchof Chriſt, as having nothing to doe with the Co- 
venant of Grace, or the ſeale of irs Wee read of Herod 
the Tyrant, that he deſtroyed all the children in Bethlehem, 
and the Coaſts thereof from two years old and under. is 
not this a farre more cruell ſentence, to fer theſe in no 
betrer ſtate then Pagans and Infidels, Without Chriſt, aljens 


from 
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fromthe Common-wealth of Tſyael, as ſtrangers Famthe Cove- 
aint of promiſe, having no hope, and without God in the-world 2 
Can any ſober Chriſtian think this a ſmall fault > Onr blef- 
{ed Saviour ſaith, 1t 7 not lawfull to take the Childrens 
bread and giveit to dogs,but theſe men take Chi/drex, and in 
rheir judgement, conclude them for no berter ther dogs; 
baptiſm isthe bread of the Lord, which he would have gi- 
ven to his children, and to deny it to them as none of their 
right, 1sto make them no better then dogs. The Prophet 
Eliſha wept when he looked upon Hagael, becauſe he fore- 


_ ſawrthat he would daſh the intants of /-ae/ againſtthe wal], 


andeven HaFael thought himſelt worthy to be eſteemeda 
aoz if ever he ſhould do ſuch a thing, But certainly,chus ro 
daſh all Infant children of beleewvers out of the Covenant of 
Grace,(as muchas in them lyerh) & ro deprive them of the 
ſeale of ir, is in a ſpiriruall ſenſe farre more heavy. And 
I dare appeale tothe render bowels of any beleeving Pa- 
rents, whether it were nor eaſter for them to think thar 
rheir 7fax:s ſhould be daſhed againſt rhe ſtones, and yer in 
the mean time to cie under Chriſts wing, as viſible Mem- 

<rs of his Kingdome, Church and Family,ratherthen eo 
have them live, and behold them to have a viſtble ſtanding 
oaly in the Kingdom of the Devill - Theſe men know nor 
how much-chey provoke Chriſts diſpleaſure againſt them- 
ſelves; Hee was greatly diſpleaſed with his own Difciples 
for forbidding litle children to come unto himzand one day 
ſuch men will know, that heis much more diſpleaſed with 
chem, who with ſo great violence oppoſe the bringing 
of beleevers children unto his holy Sacrament, thar with 
unſpeakable wrong, injury, and flander, they profecute 
all the Miniſters of Chriſt, who give farts this their due, 
condemning them for Miniſters of Antichriſt, and limbes 
of the Beaſt; yea, ſome of them proceeding ſo farr?, as 
condemning all the Churches of Chriſt, to' bee no Chur- 
es - -* ches, 
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\ ,  ches, whocaſtnotthcir children out of the Covenaat of 
Gracc,and the ſeale of ir, and doe cry out upon the Bapti- 
zing of Infants, as one of thoſe great ſinnes which bring 
and continue all our judgements upon us. The Apoſtate 
Emperour Fakan is juſtly cryed out upon for his cruelty 
againſt the Chriſtians, for denying to their bodies humane 
Sepulture ; how much more cruel is it ro deny to the ſouls 
of Infants the juſt priviledge and benefit of the Covenant. 
of Grace? We know he did it our of hatred ro Chriſtianity, 
which 1am farre from charging upon theſe men, bur if 
we compare the ſentence and fact of the one with the 0- * 
ther, we ſhall finde the latter (bee their principle whar it 
will ) farre more injurious to the Church of Chriſt then 
the other : The Lord in mercy give them to ſee how unjuſt 
that ſentence, and how heavy that doomis,whichthey thus 
paſſe,not only upon Infant children, but upon all the Chur- 
ches of Chriſt;and ſ(criouſly to conſider, wherherthe Lord, 
who oncein his diſpleaſure threatned ro daſh their Infants 
againſtthe Stones, who had daſhr the Infants of the chil- 
4.131.8,9. dren of 7/7 acl againſt the ſtones, will indure ir ar the hands 
of any to expungethe Seed of the fairhfull our of his Cove- 
nant.and to drive them. from his City and Kingdom after 
this crucll manner. 
Uſe 2. Secondly, how much may this comfort the Soule of e- 
> Parents, yery belceving Parent, to behold this great love and good-- 
: br” 4 of God in his Covenant of Grace to them and their: 
poſterity, that nor only themſelves, but even their Infants 
for their ſakes,ſhould be reckoned tothe houſehold of God, 
ut into the Ark, wrapped up in a Covenant of Love, 
brought under the wing of God?When God had promiſed 
to David, that hee ſhould have a Son to whom God would 
bee a Father, and thar all his poſterity ſhould after ſucha 
gracious mannerbe regarded, his heart was even raviſhed 
with it,, 0 LordGod. (ſaid hee) what am 1, and what is my. 
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bouſe, that thou haft brought mee hitherto ? and this was yet a 2: Sam, 
ſmall thing in thy ſight, O Lord God, but thou haſt ſpoken alſo 9 
of thy ſervants houſe for 4 great while tocome, aud « thu the 
manner of men, O Lord God? Andeven ſo ſhould Chriftian 
Parents break out into admiration of his goodnefle, in ta- 
king their children into that gracious Covenant, which is 
not onely the womb and veſſe]l, butalſo rhe well-head of 
ſo many mercies, which are terminated, not in themſelves, 
but flow down totheir poſterity from generation to genera- 
tion, | 

Andthis is yet more admirable in our eyes,when wee ſe- 
riouſly conſider, how unclean and filthy, how viperous a 
brood they are, as proceeding out of our loines, empry of 
all goodneſſe, full of all wickednefle, an unclean Leprofie 
ing beſpread them fromrhe crown of the Head to the 
ofite Foot, fit onely to bee caftinto the open Field,to Ec.1s, 
the loathing ofcheir perſons, in the day that they are born, E***16.5 
aS all the reſt of the world are; and that God ſhould ſer 
his heartupon ſuch astheſe, ro rake them thus neereunto 
Himſelf, when he paſſes by both Parents and Infants of all 
the world befide,how would our hearts melt in his ptaiſes,if 
weecovuld conſider theſe things ? | 

2. How ſhould this ingage all Chriſtian Parents to look 2. 
tothe education of their children, ro bring them up in the Fortkeir 
nurtureand fear of the Lord? Irs a wofull-thingtoconli- 7 p00: 
derthe wretched ——— many Parents , yea, not one- for their « 
ly careleſneſle,but #ngodlineſſe of many Parents, who pro- {nc 
ſtitute their children to the Dewvi/ and his ſervice, after they Ezek:16, 
have conſecrated them to Chrift by baptiſm; tram.them.up Pi4l.106. 
in ignorance,profanenefle, &c. To whom God:may- ſay, q 
as heedid to that Harlot, Ezek.16, Thow haſt taken my. Sons 
and my Daughters, whom thou baſs born unte mee,and theſe thow 
haſt ſacrificed unto Devils, A generation of -wretched.men,. 
who.take more care of their Hogs and. Dogs, then rhey __ 

OS -;- 


voY 2,19, 
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.2 oP. theiridafaxfs immortall ſoules, nowiſhing the former; 


nacering thelatier z that, wemayizy of them, as fugu- 
flax did of Herod,:that. it is better to bee Herods Hog .then his 
$634. 1 have often heard a tad Story ofa wretched Woman, 
wha perſiwaded her Daughrerto yeeld ro the luſt of a rich 


mad; wm hopehe would marryher, as hee. bad'promiſed ro 


doc; which the'did, -and preſently after fell ſickand dyed; 


The wretched mother hereupon grew diſtracted, and in her 


madneſſe cryed our, 0 my \ Daughters ſoule, my Daughters 
ſoule, Ihave damned my Daughters ſonle : Verily, thus may 
many Pzreiits cry ont. uponthemſclves for murthering rheir 
Childrens toulcs; and' thew Children may wiſh that 
they -had been either Dogges, or Swine, . rather rhen 
ther Sons or. Daughters ; milerable children, of miſerable 
Parents.!-/whar will fuch Parents: anſwer Gods, when hee 


: comes tademand his children of them 2.:Suppaſedr Prince 


or Noble: man ſhould pur a Chiide ro Nwle- unto ſome 
mean man,and pay them well for the: education of it ; or 
carher ſuppoſe a great man ſhould adopt chechild of a poor 


- manto be his own,and thould ſay unto:this paore nan, 'as 
Pharasbs daiighter ſaid ro Moſes 2nother., Bring up this Childe 


for me,and I will give thee thy wages; and afterward comming 
to ſcethis childe, ſhould find they had lamed the childe,and 
ranghrir nothing bur ro ſpeak. evill of chem, and. co fight 
againſt» yem:!:! think 'Þ-pray | you what they would: ſay, 


; ordoets this wretched” man. Hog much more abomina- 


ble is the fin of many Parents,, who by: their own carele(- 
neſle; and vileexample, leaven their children with princj- 
ples; -and lead themin wayes.quite contrary. to the Cove- 


 nanrofgrase, xending'to tiothinig; 'but-co diſhonour Gpd, 


and wo-their. own deſtruction: *1f any' of youihave been 
;guilty.of ir iorime paſt;bedeeply humbledtorir,cravemer- 
cy and pardon; and for time to come,indeavour-to doethe 
-parc;ofia norfing Fdtheror Mother for Chriſt, lookingiupon 
27 thy 


_ did his father for histwo ſonnes, and as they did onr Savi- 
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thy children, as'being Chriſts more then. thine; [yea;' as 
not being thine, bur Chrifts, co whom thou haſt 
conſecrated them, 'and therefore ( as wiſe and loving 
Nurſes uſe ro doe) carry them often to their Father for his 
blefling., and hee will bleſſe them ,, and reward-thee 
alſo; we finde inthe ſecond of Foe!, rhat in the day of their 
Faſt, they were to bring their children and ſet them before 191216. 
the Lord, that hee might bee moved to compaſſion-for the *' ** 
Childrens. ſake, :whom hee uſed to call his own; ſert-rhon 

thy Children often before him, . intreate- him as Fofeph 


++. £< 


our, cMark.1o. that hee would put his hands upon them and 

bleſſe them; Doe it heartily, humbly, frequently,tell him 

how deare they are to thee, and the dearer, becauſe hes: 

pleaſed ro own them, tell him their wants, and thyown 

inability to ſupply them in any thing, and how eafje ir is 

for him to doe it by his Spiritand Grace; 0h that Iſhmael 

might live inthy ſight, faxd Abraham; Say thou ſo allo, 

Lord kt theſe children live before thee, th:ne they are, -and- 

thou gaveſt them mee tobring up for thee, 0h bleſſe my labor 

among them, and make them ſuch as thou wouldeſt have thens 

to bee. 2, 

And doe not onely pray for them, bur 4/ſcipline them ang > Tim. 1.5.3, 

inſtrutt them, acquainting them with the Scriptures; ant 3: 

Catechiſing them in the Principles of Religion , -as tht 

Mother and Grandmother of Timothy did him, Trainine 

him up from hs infancy, in the knowledge of the holy Scripture, 

and bee affured, it thy children may learn from thee to 

knowtheir heavenly Father, to beleeve in him, to love him, 

and feare him berimes , that being taught the trade in their 

youth, they may not forſake it when they are old: they willthen 

more bleſſe God for thee;then if thou couldeft leaverhem 

all the world for theirinheritance; it'was for ths. that 80+ | 

lomongloried in bs father and mother, Prov. 4.23. _— P0745 
7K | 
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_ thi will thy children riſeup ard call thet'bleſſed, Thus ſhalt 
© thou approve .thyfelf a trueforof Hbrabam, Thus fhall rhy 
children be bleſſed with fairhfull: fbrahaw; Thus ſhall the 
Covenant, the ſpiriruallpartand benefit of it,as well as the 
outward; reſt upon thy- poſterity from generation to genera- 
tion. 
Thirdly, andlaMly, This ſerves for uſeto all children 
te whom- God honours {o farre, as in their I»fancy to bring 
n thus near unco himſelf, and to uſethem thus as his owne, 
and thatehreeſeverall wayes; Firſt, to #zcourageand com- 
eardie. - Forechemto beleeve in him, and reſt upon him, for all the 
* good things which hee hath promiſed in the Covenant of 
: Grace. The Papiſts, as in ſome things they give and aſ- 
. efibe too much ro Baptiſme, making it ro take away origi- 
- mall-ſinne, 'ex u operato: So in other things they rob 
' Gods people ofthe comfortable uſe of it, becauſe they ſay 
that when once wee commir aCuall fianes wee make ſhip- 
 wrack of Baptiſm, and then Penaxce muſt bee ſecunda tabnla 
poſt naufragium, a Cockboar after our ſhipwrack ; bur this 
bleſſed Sacrament ſerves for a more durable and comforta- 
ble uſe, even to bee an Ark, as my Text cals it, to carry 
to Heaven. Know then that whenſoever thou findeſt thy 


thy- guilt, and: filth, and bondage , through finne, and 
flyeſt unto Chriſt, and thy' Conſcience witnefleth- with 
'thee, that thou wouldeſt walk for time tro come, accor- 
_ ding to the rule-of the Covenant, in uprightneſle, romake 
Godin' Chriſt ithy portion, and his wordthy guide, So 
often I ſay, as thou doeſt this, mayeſt thou fly to thy Bap- 
tiſme, and plead ir for thy comtort,as wee may plead the 
Rainbow in foule weather againſt the worlds deſtruRion by 
water. I have often heard a ſtory of a great Queen, who 
gavea Ring toa Nobleman, while hee was her Favourite, 
- and willed him to ſend it ro her when hee ſhould ſtand in 


great- 


ſelf ar a loſſe, ſenſible of thy undone condition, findeſt 
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eaceſt need of her fayour,who afterward falling into her 
iſpleaſure,ſent the Ring, which throughthe treachery of 
the bearer was not delivered till it wastoo late : Bur ir ſhall 
never happen ſo to zhee, doe thou in all thy extremity, ſhew 
or ſend by the hand of faith thy Seale, which God hath gi- 
| yen thee,plead it confidently,and to thy dying day, it may 
bean Ark unto thy ſoule inall caſes of relapſe, deſertion, 
temptation, Or whateverelſc may betide thee, uponthe re- 
4 newing of thy repentance and faith in Chriſt Jeſus, 
Secondly, This great love of God in taking us thus TO... 
neare into his own Family, as his own Canildren,ſhould —— 
make many of us bluſh, #9 remember our wnworthy conver- unworthy a 
a ſation, in times paſt , yea, it might make our very hearts zo ** Frivile 
| bleed, and make us not only wiſh we had been wnbapri;ed, | 
bur even #»boyn, rather then to pollute the holy Covenant 
and the ſeale of ir, as we have done with our unhallowe 
lives: Canit ſeem a light thing in our eyes,that when God 
hath left the greateſt part of the world, as ſtrangers from 
his Family and Kingdom,to be under Satans kingdom, and 
4 taken us (no betterby nature than they are) to be his pe- 
culiar ones, into Covenant with him,that hee ſhould ſwear 
unto us, to be our God, and hitherto to train us up under 
| ſuch heavenly Ordinances, and we to walk in the mean 
| time as rebels and enemiesunto him, like the unbaptized 
world ? can we think our condemnation not to be greater 
chentheirs? Let me a little reaſon the caſe with you, Doe 
you know into what a Covenant the Lord hath raken you? 
y what he hath done for you, andexpects fromyou? have 
not your Miniſters and Parents inftrufted you in it £ Now 
tell me whar is the reaſon of your unanſwerable conver- 
ſation, is it becauſe you renounce the Covenant, as being 
made when youunderſtood it nor ? if ſo, that you doin- 
deed renounce it, Take your courſe, ſerve the God: you have 
eboſen, yet tell mee (I beſeech you) what iniquity is > = 
Y > " Ws OF _- 
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Lords Covenant 2 what hurt is there in itz- what dilad- 
vantage have you mer withall 2 or where and how doe you - 
hope to. finde better things,then God to be your Father Chriſt 
eſs to. bee your Saviour, the Spirit to bee your Consforter ? 
to have your fins pardoned and healed, to be adopted, juſtifyen, 
{anttifyed,and every way comfortably provided for here, and 
{aved for ctr 5 Doe the Gods you have choſen to ſerve, 
provide better things then chele, chat you renounce Chriſt 
for their ſakes 2 If you fay, God forbid you ſhould re- 
nounce Chriſt ; No, you hope to-bee ſaved: by Chrift,-as 
well as any other : Then tell me in good {adnefle, doe yori 
expect thar Chriſt ſhould ſtand bound ro perform hx part 
ot the Covenant,and you left at liberty for yozy part ethis 
he ſhould /ove you, and you-hate him? that he ſhouldibeeyour 
God,andyoz remain the Devils fervant? that he thoild pros 
vide Heaven for you, and you walk in the way which leads 
to hell 2 O how much are you deceived ! Itell you he hath 
{worn the contrary,he hath heaped up tribulation arid-wrath 
for every ſoule which doth evill, for the:Few: jor. the 
baptized firſt;and you will one day finde,that.it had beer bei 
ter you had never led in his houſe, nor beta trained-up under 
his Covenant,then thus to profane-it,and make the blood of it; 4h 
an unholy thing. FLOD. 
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3* ter. I Dirdlythis great priviledge ſhouldingage us all for titith 
| * life for LO COINe, to make our Baptiſma continuall motive ro'anan- 
nero come. ſwerable converſation to live as men who are.dead unto firr, 


and alive unto God z to account thar- it ought to bee-as 
ftrange , to-ſee.z baptized;mgn: walk inia>finfulb'counfe, 
as.to ſee a Spefirm ,, a walking Ghofti:irF}Feigys bl 
ryed with Chriſt in Baptiſme s and Low can! wee” who i10 dead 
io fanne live any longer therein ©. Weare planted into-His fas 
mily, made:hjs Children, have his'Spirit idwelkag tis 
yea, thereby made 6pe with Chriſti: AZ 3baywralay: dei 
co, by.our Baptiſm, ſhall not#his-inforcens to live anſwer 
THER | | rably ? 
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_ latter end of the Primitive times, That ſuch as were bap- 
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rably ? Luther tels a Story of a gracious Virgin, who uſed 
to get the victory over Satan when he tempted her to any 
ſinne, Satan 1 may not doe it , Baptizata ſum, I am Bapti- 
Fed, and muſt walk accordingly : So ſhould we argue, Ler 
baſe perſons live baſely,noble and generous men muſt live 
nobly , ler Turks and Pagans live wickedly, the holy ſeed 
muſt live holily and righreouſly : keepe it daily in hy 
thoughts, whar thy Baptiſm ingagerh thee unto, and tharif 
thou walk otherwile,it will riſe up extreamly to aggravate 
thy condemnation in the laſt day. It was a cuſtome in the 


tized, did wearea white Stole ( a humane Ceremony, to 
ſignifie their purity of life which the baptized was to lead, 
Fulgentes animas veſtis quoque candida fignat.) Now there 
was one Elp:dophorus, who after his baptiſm curned a per- 
ſecutor ; Mnritta the Miniſter who baptized him, broughr 
forthin publick the white Stole which Elpidophorus had 
worn at his Baptiſm, and cryedunto him; 0 —_— 
rus ! ths Stole doe T keep againſt thy comming to Pudgement,to 
zeſtifie thy A poftaſie from Chriſt, doe thou 1n like manner aſ- 
{ure thy ſelf, the very Font wherein thou waſt baptized, the 
Regiſter wherein thy name is recorded, will rife up againſt 
thee,if thou lead nor a holy life: The Covenant is holy,the 
Sealeis holy,lert theſe provoke thee to ſtudy to be holy, yea 
to draw holineſſe from them. Confider whar I ſay, 4ndthe 
Lord give you underſtanding in all things. 
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